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| The virtuous s Lady Aunt, 
Susan Cecil, 


Grace and peace be mulciplycd | | 


B Y 
Jzasus Cunisr, | 


MAD AM: 24 
ERS He ſweet taſte. 1 bave 
Kot Fx. had of your Lady-ſvips 
Sha, Y ME loye to the beit things, 

S BW! hath encouraged he 
humbly to preſent this little Trad u 

| y0us That Salom on ſpeaks from ex. 
\þerience, that you upon triall havg 
4 fun, 


; found true , That the moſt pro 


| Our Wiſe and merciſull Father dot! 


Wh $a. 
* | of this world to us, that We may th 


[ly ſeek after that full jatisfymeg, and ; 


| our. heavenly Fusband, in whom all 
|fulneſſe of conſolation dwells. A drop ; 


%% 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory, 


'miſingcontents of this life, arc 
vanide and vexation of Spirit 
lt 
a 
N 


uſually thus imbitter the ſweeteſt things 
more cordially rell:ſh , and fervent 


everlaſtmg ſwectneſſe and comfort , 


Which is in Communion with Chriſt 


of this tranſcendent fulneſſe , Your. 
Ladyſhip ( 1 bope) ſhall find dftil-; 
led into your ſoul , by reading this 


little work now come to your hands, 


Prich like Aqua Vicz, ſhall chear / 
and revive your ſad ſpirit, when rea- 
dy to faint. Famting perſons , carrie | 


little 


% 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory, 


ittle bottles of reviving liquids , al-- 
ayes about them, if your . Lady-| 
iþ ſhall think fit, to make this | 
little tra&Þ your pocke:t-Companion , | 
and peruſe a little of «ſtill; 


When you feel ſoul-qualmes to ſeize = 
upon you; you ſhall find ( Ttruit } | F 
through the bleſsmg of Chriſt , much 
eaſe and comfort , and ſo ſpend and j\ 
end your aged dayes, in mare true ſo- |; 
lace. of heart , then yet you qve- 7 
done your primeſt dayes of flouriſh-| 
ng youth, The accompliſhing of this, 
is the ſincere and holy aim of your 
much obliged Nephew , in this his |" © 
firit offering to publike -view. Thich | ©: 
ſample aim , that the Lord may gra- | * 
ciouſly anſwer to your Ladyſhips | © 
comfort here, and eternall happineſſe 
A} here, 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


| 5 | hereafter \ T ſhall ſtill continue my 


prayer ( though here I end my Epiſtle ) 


(that the Lord Will ſtill attend this 
{my poore endeavour with his rich ble. 
I [/ong, to all the partakers thereof , and 
W | ſpecial to you. 
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Your much obliged Nephew, 


py 


+ NicyoLas Lockyer, 


| makes every {weet thing ſweet, and 
every {weet thing ſweetes. With this 
ſweet ſubje& is this little Trat now 
come to thy hand taken up. Poorefal- 
len man is fill complaining®of one 
want or other ; and when the thing 1s 
given which he longed for, yet his 
ſoul is as farre from content , as be- 
fore; like to a child that cryes for 
this and that, and yet when he hath 
what he cryed for , continues crying 
{ti]1,8& cannot tell well what he would 
have. All our want is this, the want of 
Communion with Chriſt: this is the 
cauſe of all complaints ; the infelici- 
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To the Reader. 


— 


tie of the ſoul,the ſum of mans miſcry, 
here and hercafter;bur poor blind man 
E tſecs itnot, and therefore complains of 
. twenty things, twenty miles on this 
t& {fide his diſcaſe;and ſo ſpends his dayes 
[in labour and ſorrow, and yer loſes 
= {happineſſe , both here and hereafter 
*J[roo. A full fruition of Chriſt, is 
{full felicicy : a full fruition of any 
[thing below Chriſt, without Chriſt, 
[is bur vanity, and vexation of ſpi- 
rit. The more then, O fallen man, 
[thou canſt get into communion with 
{thy Gedthemore will thy prear lofſe 
& {be repaired, thy complaining ſoul ſa- 
E Jtisf<d, and thy tranquillity ſettled 
up thee again, Hunt not then after 
Tichcs, honours , pleaſures, and ſuch 
like low delights of the ſonnes of | 
men , with this deluded miſtaken 
F | world, which lies in wickedneſſe; for 
Feliciry is not in theſe : but ſtudy and 
ſtrive after a nearer communion with 
Chriſt: the next way to get moſt 

in 


— 


Tothe Reader. 
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in heaven. How precious are thy thoughts. 
unto me, O God, how creat is the ſamme 
of them? 1f I ſhould count them, they are 
| more in number then the ſand: when 1 4- 


wake I am ſtill with thee, Pal. 134+ | ” 


I7, 18. | 


This is heaven upon earth , andy 


that true Nobilitie and Honour 
which we ſhould be all ambitious 
after z to. loſe our ſpirits in God. 


Whar an enſpexkable»>felicityris" ir; | 


to. be ſill with God in our thoughts, 
Tais ennobles the ſpirit of man, 
and makes it a companion to the 
King' of Kings: this gives evenneſle 


and ſteadineſſe to a mans courſe; | 


and makes him walk in all the wayes 
of God blamelefle: this gves tranſcen- 
dent peace and tranquillitie ro a mans 
ſpirit, and makes him unmoveable.in 
the midſt of fears: this gives bread 


in with him, is the ſpeedy way onto | 
all happineſſe : ſo much as thoucmſt} 


get of his company, ſo muctfartthoy | 
7 
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in 
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To the Reater. 


|i>famine zdrink, in drought ; peace | 
\in warte; health in fickneflc ; life in 
cath. Devote thy ſclf therefore to 
|Chriſt, that he may devote himſelf 


£ communion, make uſc (if thou pleaſc) 

]of this enſuing Treatiſe. If thou get 
any gaod , give glory to God; and 
make the poore Pen-man, a conſtant 
Oe? in thy Prayers» 


Thine in Chrift, 


Theophilus Philanthropus, 


© The principall heads' 
handledin thu Traf, 


Hat the Church Militant of Chriſt 
ſhall not be left comfortleſſe, becauſe 


if Militant, P-7 
That Chriſt doth come to his Church 
Militant , to comfort her in «ll conditl- 

| ONS, P.12 
When Chriſt comes to his diſconſolate 
Church, as a Comforter, P.27,07%. 
Why Chrift will come to his Church 
upon earth as a Comforter, P.31,09%. 
Wicked men ſhall live and die comfort- 

| leſſe, becauſe Chriſt as acomforter will 
| never come tothem, P.25, 0s 


Chri# will come to comfort her, Page 5 | 
1 That Chrift doth come t0 his Church} 


— 
- 
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 Lanuehter « one thing, and ſpirituall |. 


| Cone 
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| COnſolation another, P-37 
| How Chroft doth come to the wicked in 


Ws fe, Rs | p-29 
1 * Chriſt will come to the wicked, neither 
wpro/perity mor in adverſity, 4s 4 com- 

oy ter,” |. : "Y * P-40,07%. 

T How wicked men may get Chriſt as 4 
1 comforter to come to them, P.43,&c. 
155+ 5+ it to ſtrong men,and 

4s. a comforter is come to them, ſhould 
ake it ſure 10 themſetves,that they are not 
indeed, and no ſpirit of deluſion, which is 
cometo himwith conſolation; P.48 
that they may ever enjoy his ſweet com- 
pany, P-J3 


nbahes mm Chriſt, P-45 
| Strong men in Chriſt 5 that ſay E. hriſt 
 —_—_ p.46 
The great need of this, p. 2b, 
Strong men in Chriſt, after they have 
maae it ſure to themſelves, that the true 
How Chriſtians may ſo walk as to enjoy 

* Chri 


| 

4 

F How a man may know that it us Chriſt 
comforter is come to them, ſhoull ſs walk 


The Contents, 


Chriſt as acomforter continually, p.54a|- 
Babes in Chriſt who never found Chriſt |: 
45 4comforier to come t0 them ſhould be-1" 
lrewe that he will come to them; p.6t 
Their objcttions againſt Chriſt s corvins 
to them as acomforter, a:ſwered, p.62 
Babes in Chriſt that never found Chriſ#- 
45 a comforter come tothem, ſhould patt-- 
ently wait till Chriſt thus come to-theas, | 
64 " = c 2*_ 
d »everall conſiderations very pherfll | 
to make the ſoul to wait pac s x F 
45 aco:forter cormeto him, P-65]. 
Babes in Chriſt, which never yet found | 
C hri ſt AS 4 comforter t6 comets them. ſhould > 
obſerve how Chriſt comes with comfort to 
the ſoul, and n0t put himoff, p.72 | 
Bibes in Chrit#, which have found 
Chri#t as a comforter to come to them, but 
now h rye loſt him, ſhould labour to be ſen-\ 
ſivle of they loſſe, P:74,0 
Such ſhou'd not tlame Chriſt for d part-" 
ing 4s acom!urt.r from them, p.73,&ac.| 
Means how ſuch bates in Chriſt, may 


get 
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The Contents, | 
3 + |get their comforter fo return 4a74in tf 
- »|chew, P-79, Oc. 


— 


#8 2. Tim, 4. verl. 22. 

»> 4 The Lord Jeſus Chriſt be with 
7 . . thy ſpirit. 

To have the Lord Feſus Chriſt with 

* | our ſpirits, s a prime and principall bleſ- 

F ſag, P+ 8 4 
| There u 4 double preſence of Chriſt 

{with man, corporall and ſpiritual , 

|Joyntly, or merely ſp:ritudll, p.84,0. 


[ 


The ſpirituall preſence of Jay with 
p 


mas upon earth, s common or ſpeciall, 
p.85,0%. 

To have Chriſt ſpecially preſent with 
our ſpirits , is the ready way to all tempo- 
rall grod, p.87 
| objettions to the contrary anſwered, 
P. 88, (Fc. 

To bave Chriſt ſpecially preſent with 
our ſpirits', s the way to all ſpiritual! 
good, | p.91,09c. 
To have Chriſt after a ſpeciall _'" 

wit 


— — — —— 


The Contents. ; 


w:1h our ſpirits is theready way 18 eternal | * 
good, P95] 
Not ts have Chrift ſpecially preſens | 
with our ſpirits is agreat evil,” p98 # | 
herein this grand evil doth princh- i 
pally conſiſt. -  P+99,06, \ 
How to know whether Chriſt be ſpecial. 
ly preſent with our ſpirits, "p.107,66. |" 
How to get Chriſt to be ſpecially preſent 
with our ſpirits, p.112,04c.} 
Men that find Chrift ſpecially pres |» 
ſent with their ſpirits , ſhould thank-} 
fully acknowledge this grea: favour,| 


p-115, 06] 
Such ſhould labour to keep Chriſt with\- 
their ſpirns, p.118, 


eAccording t whit operations, 4 man 
way loſe the preſence of Chriſt , page. 
119, Oc. 

Chriſtians ſhould labour to get Chriſt 


as much preſent with their ſpirits as} 
may be : and how this may be din; ſee 


| Page 121, 123, &c, 


* 


£ f Compert acatn#i the ſword, plague, | 
© famine, perſecution , and the like , 4- 
+i(eth to them which have Chriſt ſpecs- 
preſent with their ſpirits , page 
W's 125,126, 5c. 
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Jo nu N 14. verl. 18. 


1 will not leave you comfortleſſe ; 6 will 
ome to you, 


T: yHR 1ST and his Church are dear 
ii: each to other : the truth of this is 


WOES at large manifeſt in this Chapter. 
hriſt as a heavenly Husband, being to leave 
s earthly Spouſe;to wit, his Church Mili- 
ant, and to live with his Father at his 
joht hand in glorie, with his Church Tri- 

. umphant : endeayoureth with various yer- 
ſes of this chapter, to comfort che {ad ſpirit 
of his : Beloved Spouſe, which he perceived 
was much dejeted, The . yerſe which ] 
B | have 


; jy <9 REID CRENDY EefeG) 2HEgg >, * 


'OMMUN LON 


40 I a——— 
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1 | 2.- ChriſtsCommunion with 


- 


+} have.choſcn.to infiſt on, is one of therm-: / 
'L | will not leave you comfortleſſe,l will come to 
& [yox. 'In mere words let me repeat this yerſe 

5 again; Thoeu,O my Love, my Dove,my fair 

- 1 One, art ſad / ſec,and diſconſolate at my de- 

= periare! As a Lillie inthe valley; way, 4s 4 

1] Lillie (indeed) among thorns I ſhall leave 

| thee: the Prince of darkneſſe dwelling in the 
Lebildren of darknefſe will endeavour to de- 

"1 vorre thie; Sons of Belial will beſet thee, 

*2& | perſecute and torment thee, «i they have dont 
ave before thee: but be not at thu diſmayed, 
O faireſt of women! dejetted, as one with- 
out all conſolation: for I will not leave thee 
comfortleſſe, 1 will come to thee, 

What difference is there between a-pri- 
ſon-houſe and mine own houſe , if ſweet 
friends continually come to me there ? 'Tis 
a priſon and no better we abide in , whilſt 
we dwell in the body : fetter'd we are 
with many luſts , and grone we do, under 
the ryrannie and oppreſſion of a body of 
death; and O wretched men that we are, 
dwelling in theſe dungeons of clay , if no 


friend from-Heaven come to us ? *Tis true, 
O my Spouſe, what thou ſayeft; and there- 
fore that thy dwelling in the body may net 
be comfortleſſe , I will come to thee, 7 will 

wot 
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im © AS EP. AA 
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his Charch Militant, - ; 


k "I 


—_ ———— 


not leave thee comfortleſſe,1 will come, &c, | © 

The bodie is a priſon to che.ſoul, and the] _ * 
world is a hell to both. The God of this| 
world is a Devil , and the children of chis ", 
world Devils , to che ſpouſe of Chriſt. Thes 
father rorments her ſpirit ; and the childret}* 


= "4 - 


torment her fleſh: neither in body nor fouls} 
whileſt in this world, can the ſpouſe off 
Chriſt be quice. We that are thus in hell} 
upon earth, ſhall quickly be comfortleſſe, if} 
no friend from Heaven come to us; True, | 
Oh my ſpouſe : but to preyent this, / will 
come to thee, From Heaven to Earth (in- 
deed) is a lovg journey; but yet this I will 
not ſtand en ; rather then thou ſhalt be left 
comfortleſſe, in any condition upon earth, I 
will from Heaven come to thee. Let it be 
what weather it will , at what time it will , 
aud be at mid-night thou need*ft me, I will 
ome to'theez / will net leave you comfort- 
lefſe, 1 will come to you. 
Aficion hath made many friends upon 
earth forſake me, O my Saviour! wile not 
thou my heavenly friend fo ſerve me? What 
if the Devil caſt me inco priſon? wilt thou 
come to me there ? wilt thou yifit me wheh 
lie in a naſtie room, amongſt naſtie wret- 
hes, that curſe and ſwear , which thou 
B 2 canſt 


"183 lefſe in ſuch a condition; / will come to thee, 


, 
Wy. | 
$4 


"Y py ( brifts Communion with | 

4 | Ny FLO A » , -* 
cant notendure to heare ? Yea, © faireſt of 
women / rather then thou ſhalt be comfort! 


— 


Thou wilt come to me, O my Saviour, 
one day ; but what if theDevil keep me in. 


ich a priſon rex dayes ?along time? till the 
on enter into my ſoul? will thou not wax 
wearie at laſt, and leave coming to me ? No 
my- Love, I am reſolved to the contrarie; 
[ I will | not leave thee comfortleſſe[] will | 
come to thee, 

hah Why, but what if Satan winnow me is 
wheat, and caſt me into ſinne, which is more 
odious to thee then any priſon, then any 
place, or any thing : wilt thou not then 
ſhake me off for ever, and never come to me 
more? This, O faireſt of women/ may make 
me ceaſe coming to thee for a moment ; but 
no longer : for 1 am reſolved not to” /eave] 
thee comfortleſſe in any condition, either of 
finne or, puniſhiwent, / will not[leave]the 
comfortleſſe,| 1 will | come to thee. 

My Text, you ſee, is Chriſts conj'gal 
promiſe to his Spouſe, of all kindnefſe, dy 
{ ring the time of his per{onall abſence. T 
{ matter of chis promiſe is conſolatorie.; 
form according to which our Saviour ex 
preſſeth this conſolatorie Janguage ; is-firk 


nega uve 


—— 


| 


' 


'whar is delivered in the former, We can- 


| phans, faith the Originall, SmoppaviZ ou the 


as 


his Church Militant, 'F | 
negative; { will not leave you comfortleſſe." 1 
| Secondly, afhrmative ; { will come to-you, | 


Theſe latter words contain the reaſon of 


— ny O 


not becomſortlelle ; [ becarſe PChrift RULT; 
comes to us, And thus taking the words, Þ 
[you may reade them thus, viz. [ will mot |. 
leave you cormfortleſſe, [ for ] ] will come ta” 
jou, No condition can be comfortleſſe, if þ 

Chriſt come to us. bx 
I will not leave you-comfortlefſe,) Oinas 


eo Vuns eppavsc,C will not leave you father- 
leſſe and metherleſſe. I will not leave youOr- 


ban comes from that i is here tranſlatedcom- 
fortleſſe which hgnities, ro be madefather> 
E:.6 > 0:0 a v ar" 2 *- lar 


tefſe and mornericne;which b*caute 1t 1 

ally a condition very comfortlefſe, cherefor 
is the word thus rendred,;:0247,comortleſſe, 
Thus the children of Chriſt ſhall not be left, 
| They are no Orphans which have Chriſt for 
their Father. They are "never cotally bereft 
of all comfort, ro whom Chrilt comes : and 
thus he will Rill do to his Church Militant, 
Chriſt will never leave coming from Hea- 
ven toearth,alchough ir be a very long jours, 
ney, as long as he hath any one child upon 
earth, 1 will not leave you comfortleſſe. 
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| of them into this T 
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Is  # briffs ( ommunion with 


| 


twry to yon, ſaith the Originall ; ſpoken in 
the Preſent Tenſe, and not in the Future, ] / 


© Thus having, paraphraſtically gone over 
theſe words, I will put the plain meaning 
5 in Divinitie, T hat 
the Church of Chrift Militant ſhall not be 
left comfortleſſe,becauſe Chriſt will come to 
her. Or thus, no child of Chrift upen earth, 
al be left comfortleſſe,for { hriſt will come 
to him, What Chrift ſpake at his departure 
ro his Diſciples, was not for them onely, bur 
for the comfort of all his people to the end 
ofthe world, In his Diſciples-tic ſpake thus 
toall hiz children, that are or eyer ſhall be 
upon the face of the earth, / will not leave 
you comfortleſſe, I will come to you. 


\. This' comfortable doftrine , that I may 
ully and methodically handle, I'will lay 


Cheilt 


| 


Twill come to you, | erxyucu megs vcr, I re 


— [will |retarn to you,as we have it tranſlated, | 
1 4c ff diceret Chriſtus ( faith one ) ſe licet 
E [nondum profeium, jam efſe in reditu; As if 

|Chrift had faid,alchough I am nor yet gone | | 

* [from you,yer amI returning to you. Chriſt 
+ {though not aRtually in perſon departed, yer 
 Jwas ready in fpiric to be preſent with his 
 {Spouleto the end of the world. 


open unto you theſe four things : Firſt, ar] 


{ 


hu Church Militanf » 
| Chriſt doth come to his children upon earth, 
Secondly,how Chrift doth come to hischil-}. 
dren upon earth. Thirdly,when Chriſt doth 
come to his children upon earth. Laſtly, - 
why Chriſt will take ſo much pains, asto | 
ceme to his children on earch ? I begin with" 
the firſt of theſe, to wit, that Chriſt doth. re” 
come to his Church and children upon | 3 
earth, The truth of this is evident. by our þ7 
Saviours own language, and by each godly © 
mans experience, ES 
Our Sayiour,not onely in my Text,butin 4 
many other places promiſed to come to'his |: 
Church Milicant, and therefore ſurely he | 
doth come to his people on earth: for Chriſt ' 
is God,and God cannot lie,ner repent, What | 
Chriſt hath faid he will do, char he will 
faichfully perform to a tittle: for faithful 1 
he that hath promiſed, ſaith the Apoſtle. Gs 
therefore oy teach all nations, & c. teach- 
ing them to obſerve all things, whatſoever 
1 have commanded you; and lo 1 am with | * 
you alwayes,evente the end of the morld, As \ 
men, Matth. 28.19, 20. This place ſhewes 
plainly, chat Chriſt doth come to his chil- | 
| dren upon earth ; andthat he will do this } 
to the end of the world. For Miniſters; (-ob 
all men,) trowalk faithfully in their places, 
B 4 reach- 
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teaching their flock to obſerve [ all ] things 
| that Chriſt hath given them in charge; will 
coſt them. hot water , eſpecially hving i | 
| corrupt places. This our Saviour renderly | 
> | confidered : and therefore that his Diſciples | 
” | might note diſheartned , he aſſures them | 
Y | of his company unto the laſt, ro ſupport and, 
comfort them:Lo,7 am with you to the end of 
the werld.. Chriſt by this phraſe of ſpeech 
1 birt us, that what he then ſpake,ſhould | 
a&h further then unto thoſe to whom then 
he appeared : namely, to all Minifters and 
3 5578 the end of the world, that ſhall 
faichfully diſcharge their places and callings 
to his honour. 
I might here tell you, that nor onely 
Chriſts word ; biit auo Citi; name itts 
Morth the truth of this, that Chriſt is with 
his Chureh Militant, and fo' conſequently, 
| that he doth come to her, He was called E- 
manuel,which being interpreted,7s God with 
#,Mart.1,23. Which name was not onely to 
note Chriſt, as then corporally preſent with 
his Chureh:but to note Chrift as one having 
actually aſſumed our nature, and ſoto be 
more gloriouſly-preſent with his Chitrch to 
be end of the -werld;- rhen ever from the 
beginning” afcer Adams fall, New as'ſhe | 
| | ſaid! 


— 
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his Church Militank ,.g] © 
fid of her hasband, as his name ts,ſo is he; 
Nabal is his name, and folly'is with him: {0 
may the Spouſe ſpeak of her "Husband W 
Chriſt ; as his name is, ſo is he, Emannel is 
his name, which Ggnifies God with me,and fo 
indeed js Chriſt. He is contiaually with ug. 
What David aid of him{elf, in reſpect of} * 
Chriſt ; that may we truly fay of Chriſt, in] - 
reſpe&t of us. Nevertheleſſs (laith he)'Z am? 
continually with thee ; thou ha#t holden wit 'N 
by my right hand, Though Chriſt dwelt” 
Heaven, and we on earth; yet neytrtheleſſe 
he is continually coming t6 us; and abiding} 
With us. 

The godly have, and do find thetruthof 
this by bleſſed experience, which is the (e- 
cond thing ; and that which I rather ;znfiſt 
on, for the confirmation of the truth -il 
hand'; becauſe againſt experience there is 
no diſputation. Peter found the truth © 
this, that Chriſt comes ro his c)1iIdren upon 
earth, that their condition may nowibe 
co:nfortlefle, Herod caſt Peter mro pf 
fon, ' and thought to have made him:com- ' 
fortlefſe ; bur Chriſt came to himz aFyou 
may fee. «And behold ( faith the Texr ) 
the Angel of the L6R D came upon hints . 
and a light ſhined in the priſon ; and|" 
Py 7 f 
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he [mote Peter on the fder,endraifed him up» 
off Ariſe up quickly, and bis chains fell 


IIS Oy 


ff from his hand. The Jews by a ſtorm of 
ones thought to have made Sreven com- 
- {fortlefle, bur Chriſts coming to him pre- 
© + vented it, Chriſt ſo gloriouſly came to him 
1 in that deadly ſtorm, that he found more 
> {comfort(T belicye) then eyer he did before in 
” | kis life:for be /ooked up Fedfaftly into Hea- 
gn, and ſaw the ploric of God, and Jeſia 
Ef [/ anding at the right hand of God: he ſaw 
- {the Heavens opened ready to receive him, 
| { which. tranſcendently revived him : which 
| glorious yihon he could never have ſeen,had 
not Chrift come to him. Par! likewiſe found 
thetrath of this point, when he had lefe - 
1 #heng,and came to preach to the Gentiles at 
| Corinth : he was very fearfull what ſucceſſe 
Ihe ſhould find in his Miniſterie, among the 


| 


barbarous Gentiles, Now our tender Sa- 
viours. that Par! might not be overborn 
with-fear, and made heartlefle and comfort- 
fe, raciouſly comes to him in a viſion,as 
you- thay reade, Then Sake the Lord to 
Part 'y nt 'ght in a viſien, Be not afraid,but 
Sheak, and hold not thy peace; for 1 am with 
thee; @& no man ſhall ſet on thee toihart thee, 
FT for 1 have much people in this Citie, Thus 


ar. 
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his Church Militant. © II 
[| | at another time Chriſt eame to Pax/,that h&] 
|| | might not be left comfortleſſe, when he was | 
|| | pleading his cauſe before An4»ias, and like} 
to be pull'd in pieces: And the night follows A 
ing(faith the Text) rhe Lord flood by him, | 
and ſaid; Be of good cheer Panl, fer a: thes |. 
haſt teſtsfied of me in Jeruſalem, ſo mui} 
thou alſs beare witnefſe at Rowe, At another $ 
time, At.23.11.Parl andSilas together hi 
experience of this ruth, char Chrilt comesÞ 
to his Church Militant, As they were pawl 
ring out their ſouls together in prayer;Ch 
wonderfully came to them : he came in an 
Earthquake,and made the foundations of the 
priſen ſhake; & fo opened all the priſon doors, 
and looſed everie priſoners honds.Comforta» | 
ble was Chriſts coming to Par! and Silas, | 
bur terrible to the Gaoler ; for he @ing in 
what manner Chriſt broke in and reſcued, 
| hisſeryane, would haye killed himſelf; but 
Chriſt came graciouſly te his ſoul alſo, and| 
reſcued it out of the hands of the Devilla4 j 
Happie was it for this man, that Chriff.gid 
finiſh two. works in one journcy p-t@Wit, | 
come to Pax/ and Si/as, and deliver their 
bodies out of priſon, and withall come ro 
their Gaoler,and deliver his. ſoul out of pri- 

ſon too, In an Eartbquake Chriſt came. 
| boch to Priſoners and Gaoler : for theGage |* 


wh 
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Ter carne rremblivg to the Priſoners of hopes 
Tas a matt in deſpair ;' and fell down, faith 
{the Text;before Paul and Sila;Tis tio mat- 
ter Now Chriſt come to us, ſo he comforr 
© Vis before he leave ts. Thus I have ſhewed to 
ZTyob, that ChHnr1s Tr doth coine to his 
= [Church Militant, 
>] The ſecond ching that I am to ſhew you, 
*7 for the opening ' of the point; is, how Chriſt 
FT goth cometo his Church Militane. 'To 'this 
AF will anſwer, Firſt, more oenerally, ' and 
[briefly :; Secondly, more partieularty and 
| | fully. 'More generally and briefly, Tatfver 
thus 7 Chriſt vifics his Chufreh'Militant;; as 
David viſited and comforted ayrnto. wit, 
mediately by his ſpirit, as David did medi- 
ately by his ſcryants. ' And' I will pray the 
Father,& he ſhall give you another romfor- 
| ter.that he may absdewithjou for eveReven 
WTrhe(Spirit of trath,]&c, Joh14/i641}7 Peter 
' found the truth of this, that Chrift by his 
\ Spirit comes now'to his'Church Milirant. 
While Peter thought on the viſion,[the Spi- 
rit Watd unto him,behold three mew (eek thee 
| But the ſecond place, that Þ may tore 


| particularly and fully anſwer to this'queſti- 
| on -- to wit,.how Chriſt doth come'ts his 
-| Church Milirant, rocomfort her in all 66n- 
lbicidns > 1 will lay before you che gentfs 1 
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conditions of mankind : and ſhew you how |© 
Chrift by his Spirit,as a Comforter,come's |" 
us'in them. The generall conditions of than» | 
kind are two, profÞeritie and adverſitie, 
Profperitic would ſoon bring the ſouls 
of Gods people to a comfortleſſe:condition, 
did not Chriſt by his Spirir cometo them. 
Saran, that evil fpirir is ſb -byſſe, co 


. 
to the ' children of Cod, when =Ron -| | 


_ 
4 


tie, that did not Chriſt allo core fo't 
his Almightie Spirit, to quench-all his fie 
'rie darts , their ſouls would foon be*toms-|. 
forclefle, the Lord knows, When Petgr | 
'was warm in the High Prieſts Hall,'then 
the devil by'z damſell came to him, and! 
fo farre he prevail'd on hin)”, that had nor. 
Chriſt Jookr back upon him, and by hisSpi- | 
rit come to him , he had been in a cornfort-| 
Tcffe condition indeed. And' thus would rhe; 
condition.of good men now be, which are". 
[warm in their nefts wich outward things, 
41d net Chriſt come to them : when the ons| 
of God be honourable, and great 'amqn 
the ſonties of men, 2s Davii and'S#{o70n, 
| Job, Fatob, and Abraham were; then whe | 
'Ceyil in point of policie, though not one 
of love, viſits them eften ; and by often CO) 
\ming 
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* Mſouls into many finnes, as pride, ambition, 

- 4mdlice, ſcnſualitie, and the like ; which like 
| Cankers, quickly fret and cat out all divine! 
| conſolation in the ſoul; and leaye it like the 
© | Prodigall feeding upon husks ; ſolacing it 
+ | ſelf with no other joy and content, then 
-* | whac the bare creature dipt in finne will af- 
+ | ford the ſenſe; which, you muſt needs fay;is: 
|. ofall corfortleſle conditions the moſt and. 

wotl tomfortleſſe. Now that theſe may! 
Hot be left in this comfortleſle ſtate, to pe» 
riſheternally,Chriſt by his Spiric thus comes 
-1-to them. Firſt in a ſweet Rtill voice behind 
them, as the Prophet ſpeaks, ſaying ſome- 
times in the midſt of their ſenſualitie; this is 
ns the way to eternall joy : no, this is the 
way, O ſenſuall ſoul, walk in it. 

This till voice ſtrikes a damp in the mer- 
rie {enſuall ſoul of a Chriftian, and makes 
] his heart in the midft of yain laughter, fad. 
If this be not preyalent enough to turn him, 
but on again he will in his finfull way; then 
Chriſt comes with a witneſle, in thundring 
and lightning, to convince and fling the 
conſcience, as he did to the Ifraclites, to 
bring them to ſee their wickedneſſe in chu- 
fGng a King, untill God thunder'd and ligh 
ten'd from heaven fearfully, they laid not 

tas 
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to heart their rejeting God as their King, 
but went on ſtrongly and unaffeRedly in 
their way. And juſt thus oft times it is, with | 
many of the ſonnes of God in proſperitie : 
the fill yoice of Chriſt ſweetly ſuggeſting, 
and mildly checking for finne, is not ſtrong | 
enough to ſtop and turn chem ; untill the |? 
Angel of the Covenant come. down. into | ? 
the conſcience, and Rtand with a flamingF” 
ſword , threatning nothing but Hell 
Death, ifthey make on a ftep further, | 
fop nor turn not;which theugh not C 
naturall carriage to his children, yet he will 
in tender love deny himſelf thus farre, as to 
zur on an affrighting Vizzard upon his lmi-. 
Lng countenance, and come terribly, and | 
ſave violently, by plucking his children out: 
of the fire, rather then he will leave any of 
his ſo comfortleſle, as to periſh remedileſle. 
Chriſt will ſpeak out and ſpeak plain, as he 
did to David by Nathan,when a ſtill yoice, |* 
and ſecret filent hints and becks will not do,| 
He will come and.lay his mouth to a mans|' 
eare and cry. aloud, when he pergeives that 
the pleaſure or profit of finne hath made him 
very deaf : he will never leave crying and 
calling, ſtriking, and. knocking, till he hath 
made the deaf foul heare, and humble 


: 
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himſelf] 
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Ko | nkeefit,ith a'countenance like Lebanon and. 
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. : himſelf with Peter and * David,and then he 
| pulls off the terrible Vizzard from his coun-| 
*tenance, and looks ypon the mourning pe-| 


'®; 


'N | lipsftop fweer ſmelſing myrrh, into his, 
br aken fpiric: and (© is nor lefc comfortleſſe,! 
' cording to Chriſts promiſe, / will not 
F [Feave nou comfortleſſe, I will come to'you, 

"j ”Byr oppoſe Satan ſhould nor be buſie, 


, 


-[cemineg to'the ſonnes of God in proſperitie ; 


= 


yer Puld worldly proſperity be a comfort- 
lef&condition ſhould nor Chriſt by his Spi- | 
rit come to them. Riches and honours, ro- 
| gether with all other de'ighrs ofthe ſonnes | 
1. offnen ; they are as the white of an Egge,| 
"things wichout favour, unlefle Chriſt come 
| 2long with them to us : they tire and wea- 
rie, prick, diftrat and yex a man : they 
rob him of his ſkeep, and many times of his 
wits; nay of his precious life : they drown 
mens fouls in pride, voluptuonſneſfe, fecuri- 
tie, and fo ſer them in the next way to hell. 
This ſnare waits at every ungodly mans ta- 
ble, whith makes profperitie to: him com! 
fortleſſe. This ſnare,that ir may not catch the 
oodly,Chrift comes to them by 1s Spirit. & 
ſanRifies proſperitie to them : He teaches 
them heaw to abornd ; thatis, how to - 
s uſe: 
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comfortlefle condition. Now tO take of| 3 


| 
| 


| whence comes every gb0d and perfedt gifts | 


lead ' the ſouls of his children to the Crea- 


| neffe of the other: fo that, that which others 
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his Church Militant, 
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ule the creature, as to enyjoy ſeryice and} 
comfort from it: and to bring henour and 
elory by it, 

The creatare is emptie of what it promi- | _ 
ſeth; aud entiſing with what it hath: and this 8; 
makes proſperitie to every caxnall man, a || 8 


both theſe ; Chriſt comes to his cy 


which enjoy the creature plenteouſly : :. he} © 
comes in the creature, and ſo cures e | 


tineſſe of it: that is, by his bleſſu oo 


it fatisfable and contentfull rot 
which it is not of it ſelf: this is the peculiar 
gain ther attends the godly : Chrift comes 
in the creature to them, and {op cures the 

emprineſle of it, and puts ſuch, 2 ſupernaty- | 


—& & Se 4 24 
rall virthe afid weetncn: 1t7; char 'Zry he 


therewith contented. And as Chriſt 

[in ] the creature to cure the emprtineſſe of 
It, ſohe comes # wth } the creature, to cure 
the entifing of ir. He doth by the crearure 


———_.. 


tour : by the ſweet of the one, he lifts up 
their ſouls to heaven, to admirethe ſweet= 


are entiſed and \beſotted} with»and reſt in, 
that they take wirig fitSin to flet to heaven, 
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| 


which is that indeed that makes proſperitie 

a comfortable condition, which otherwiſe is 

- | comfortleſſe enough the Lord knows. 

"7 Secondly,adverſitie would be a comfort- 
+-| lefſe condition to the godly, if Chriſt by his 
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Spirit did not come to them : This I ſuppoſe; 
| 0 none will deny ; For 0 affi:ttion ix it ſelf it 

comfortable or joyfull, but comfortleſle, if 
FT Chrift by his Spirit do not come to us. Cor-: 
- | prall afliQtion is « comfortleſſe condition, | 
 [ankGe Chrift come to us, and be our Phyſt-: 
{'cian. Spiritual! afMiction is a more comfort- 
lefle condition, if Chriſt do not come to us. 

Here theſe two queſtions are neceſſary to 
be anſwered : Firſt, how doth Chrift come 
to us in corporall affliction? Secondly,how 
doth Chriſt come to us in Spicituall affli- 
ion? 

To theſe queſtions both together, I thus! 
anſwer : Chrift the Phyſician of ſoul and 
bodie, comes to both with comfort in one 
way ; and that is by helping the ſoul to ap-| | 
ply the promiſes of God, which are ſurable (} 
to his diftrefle, If a child of God be fad 
«nd forrowfull, becauſe of corporall affliti- 
on, Chrift-comes to him by his Spirit, with 
this comfortable, language, / am all ſuffici- 
ent. Chriſt by his Spirit, ſpreads abroad on 

X Cardi- 
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|Cardinall promile before the fad foul, and 
ſhews him what a depth of merey is fold- 
ed up in it, There is a ſufficiencie of wiſ- 
dome in me, to find out wayes and means 
to deliver thee,though never ſo low brought. 
There is likewiſe a ſufficiencie of power, ro 
proſecute right means to accompliſh their. |. 
right end. Nay,there is a ſufficiency in me,to/ 
work about good for thee,O fad foul, with- |” 
out means. «0.55 
There's a ſufficiencie of affe&ion an 
will to declare power and wiſdome, with 
every attribute ele, for thy good. If for all 
this application and amplification of a ge- 
nerall promiſe, the ſoul ſill droep under 
ſome corporall calamitie ; Chriſt doth then 
in ſuch a ſoul, as Jacobs ſons and daughters 
did for him,T hey roſe wp(faith the Text)and 
comforted him,Gen.37.35.So Chriſt by bis 
Spirit, after a lively manner indeed, riſes up | * 
[in ſuch a ſoul to comfort him : and now he 
| leads this mourning Chriſtian to ſoine par- 
| ticular promiſe ; that is, ſuch a promiſe as 
| ſpeaks not of deliverance in generall, but 
| of deliverance in particular , out of this 
or that kind of diftreſſe, which he groans 
under. As to give you an inſtance ; ſup- 
poſe a Chriſtian be fad and take thought, | * 
as , 
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. 5 | 
as Chriſt ſaith, hat he ſhall eat, and what| 
he ſhall drink, and wherewithall he ſhall bel 
clothed © then the Comforter comes with| 
| this particular promiſe , which ſpeaks offi 
© [deliverance our of this particular diſtreſle:Y 
720 Firft,ſeekthe kingdome of God and hisrighl 
W teonſneſſe; ana all theſe things ſhall be added 
© Tana nes - take therefore no thought for to 
3 4 erzorwfor to morrow (hall take thought for 
thingso "it ſelf Mac.6.33,34.1fyettor all 
ae fpicic of a Chriſtian till complain,as 
ne fearing he ſhall want daily bread for him 
god ihe the Comforter comes,and per- 
wades the ſoul to reſt quietly upon the pro- 
miſe of God. He ſpeaks now to the com- 
plaining Chriſtian, as the Leyires facher in 
| 1AW Um to ln C ommort thy ſelf,I pray thee, 
with a morſell of bread, Judges 19. Comfort 
thy ſelf.O mourning ſoul ? I pray thee, with 
this particular promiſe, which is but a mor- 
ſell of that bread, which came down from 
_ theaven, one of rhe leaſt' favoirs thar Chriſt 
| hath procured for thee, to wit, a right and 
intereft in the creature : wich this perſwa- 
five language, doth Chrift follow the com- 
plaining ſoul, uncill he hath perſwaded him 
__ . [own his 6wn metcy ? and fo he keeps his 
Y Fa 16 povertie, from being cotnfort- 
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lefle. [ A 
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J in ſpirituall affliftions, that they may not be 
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his Church Militant. | 2 | 


As Chriſt in corporall afflietions comes ti to- 
his children, and keeps them from being, 
comfortleſſe ; ſo likewiſe he comes to them. 


| lefr comfortleſle. If a child of God be fad} » 
and forrowfull, becauſe of this or that ſtrong] 
| tempraiton ; the Comforter then comes to 
him with this ſweet language * Ay grace 181, 
ſufficient for thee, Thou prayeſt, and Satan} 
tempts thee ; thou doeſt faſt and pray; and ? 
yer Satan and thy luſts are more yiolentup= 
on thee ; thou doeft all this with bitter 
rears, and Satan is the more bitterly bent 
apainſt thee ; and thou art foil'd every mo- 
ment. By this, O winnowed foul { Chyift 
would ſhew thee, that thou wile be com-' 
forcleſle, in the midſt of all thy fore ſoul-la- 
bonr, unlefſe he come to thee. This ſame 
ſhall comfort us, concerning the work and 
toil of our hands, ſaid Lamech of Noah: lo 
may we ſay of Chriſt ; this ſame muſt com- 
forr us, concerning the labour and toil of our 
ſouls wth any tempration : or elſe we ſhall 
be comfortleſſe, though we labour never {© 
much. And this Chriſt doth and will do, 
[ will not leave you comfortleſſe, 1 will 
| Come to you. [1 
| IfaChriſtian lie languiſhing, becauſe of| 
ſatang 
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4 Satans prevailing upon | him by eetripration; 
that we may not be comfortleſſe in this con- 


dition,Chrifſt by his Spirit comes to him,and 
ews him the fountain of his bloud, how 


boy. deep is » and how free it is. How deep it 
1 is, that it will drown all finne; Sinnes after 


'converfion , as well as before : finnes often 
repeated, as well as finncs ovely commirted, 


L 'T And then he ſhews the wounded ſoul , how 


free this fountain is, for a»y that hanger and 
thirſt for it,for any that are weary and heavy 
laden, 1. John 1. 7. and deſire to be caſed 
by it; and ſo by degrees draws the wounded 


ſo Chrift heals and-comforts him. As the 
brethren of Ephraim comforted him, when 
he mourned becauſe the men of Gath had 
flain his ſon, 1. Chro, 7.22. ſo Chriſt comes 


his temptations hath almoſt ſlain our ſouls; 
he like the good Samaritane , poures in oyl 
and wine into our wounds , and cures us. 


Though ſatan paſſe by , and his limbs paſſe 


wounds and bleeding, yet Chriſt cannot, ſo: 
full of bowels is he, nor will not, / wi// yot 
leave you comfortleſſe, &c. 


often 
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ſoul, ro waſh his wounds in it by faith, and, 


to us , and comforts us, when the devil by | 


by, and leaye us comfortleſle in the day of 


If a Chriftian lie languiſhing becauſe of | 
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often and frequent relapſes , after promiſes 
and purpoſes to do better; If this Chriſtian 
in the anguiſh of his ſpirit ſpeak to every 
odly friend , as the Prophet did-to his, | 
Therefore ſaid 1,Look away from-me,T will 
eep bitterly, labour not to comfort me, be- 
cauſe of the ſpoiling of the deanghter of my 
eople; Ila. 22.4. Look 2 way from me, O ye : 
my Chriſtian friends! yea,and you, my faith» 
full Miniſter; for I will weep bicterly, labour 
not to comfort me , becauſe of the ſpoili 
of my ſoul, by fo often finning , a tink 
yows and promiſes , fayours = bleſſings : 
Chriſt comes to this ſoul, and will not leave 
him comfortlefle in this condition , (though 
it be indeed a yery deſperate conditioh). The 
Comforter uſually takes this courſe, with 
this comfortleſſe ſoul , ro poure in ſome oyl 
into his deep wounds : he reaſoneth with 
bim from the mercic of man , to the mercie 
of God; from a drop to the Ocean ; and it 
may be , faſtens upon his own language, 
once delivered xo Peter: Peter came to onr 
Saviour and ſaid , Lord, how oft (hall my 
brother finne againft me,and 1 forgive him? 
till ſeven times? Jeſus ſaith unto Zine [ ſay 
ot unto thee uvtill ſeven times, but untill 
eventie times ſeves, Matth. 18, 21> 42+ 
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From this ſpeech the Comforter thus rea- 
ſoneth wich this fad and fore wounded 
foul, viz.I1f Chriſt would have Perer,a fin- 


full man, fhew ſo mich mercy to one fo of- 


” | ten'offending him; furely Chrift,a holy God, 
Ty and infinite'in love, is ready'to ſhew much 
| hore compaſſion Himſelf, to theſe that are; 


ys Penicenr, though they have ſinned -times 


| without number againſt him. Thus the 


Comforter leads this deſperate Chriftian,| 
48 a'weak wourided man, by the hand; from 
the metcy of ran, to the mercy of God:and 
enables him this way, after ſome ſpace of 
titne, to take in comfort : for Chriſt is re. 
fotved he will not leave this Chriſttan com- 
fortleſſe. Chriſt will never leave coming 
to this comfortlefle ſoul, with this ſpeech 
of his to Peter, and others of like nature 
( as Chriſt is well furniſht for a comforter ) 
untill he hath brought him to drink willing- 
ly ( for Chriſt forceth no Phyftick upon'any 
Patient) of the eup of conſolation more-or 
lefſe ; and the longer fick-feuls turn away 
cheir heads from this cup ; the more( many 
times) he perſwades them co drink arlaſt, 
. If Chriſt rextand; gratia, for trialls ſake, 


hide himſelf from a Chriſtian, and: io: fe 
mourning:T ſhall ſhew you by andby3 
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ho w he comes to him. This is a condition. 
(though of all deſerted conditions, the beſt) 
which will make a Chriſtian heart comforts | | 
lefle indeed, T hou didſt hide thy face, and 1| 
was troubled,Ptal.30.7.Gods hiding his face, | * 
though but for trials take', will fo trouble a} 
Chriſtian,that he will quickly be a barden te}. 
himſelf, 4nd fear round abont, as it is aid of | © 
Paſhur. "Twill make him weary of the night, 
and weary of the day ; weary of his own 
houſe, and weary of Gods houſe ; weary of 
mirch,& account it madnes; weary of riches, 
honours, yea life it ſelf,and wiſh for death: 
that I might have my requeſt and that God 
would grant me the thing that I /ong for, e- 
ven that it would pleaſe Got to d:jtroy me, 
that he would let his hand looſe © cur me off; 
then (hould 1 yet have comfort:-1icn ſhould I 
lee the face of God, which I long like 1ſoſes 
to lee ; then would he litc up the light of bis 


da 
loving countenance , and cavſe his face to 
ſhine gloriouſly upon me , whereas now I 
walk in the valley & ſhadow of deat!:; dark 
dayes are all that go'over my head; the glo- 
rious Sunne of righteoulneſſc ſhines nor upp Þ 
on my ſoul from morning to nig'it. To this 
fad'ſoul .chus bemoaning hinfelt for want 


of his beloved , Chrilt his well beloved chus | 
a3. :t + come | 
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comfortably cemes, T here hath no tempt a- 
| tiontaken bold on thee yet,O mourning ſoul! 
but that which is common to man: ani be aſ- 
fared of this that God is faithfull by whom 
thes art tempted.and will not try thes above 
that which thou art able: but will with the 
temptation alſo make 4 way to eſcape, that 
thox maiſt be able to beare 4 1 F 8g 241 5+ 
| For a moment, © faireſt of women, I ſaw 
juſt cauſes hide my face from theeto try the 
truth of thy love tro me: but know;that with 
everlaſting kindnefſe will I have mercy on| 
thee. Thy dulnefle alſo in my ſervice,and thy] 
low-prizing my company, did ſomething 
| trouble me ; | but know. that the mountain 
ſhall depart aud the hills be removed,but my 
hindneſſe ſhall never depart from thee : for 
this is as the watgrs of Noah unto me; as [ 
have ſworn that the waters of Noah ſhould 
no more go over the earth; ſo have I ſworn 
that I will zot be wreth with thee,nor rebuke 
thee, O thau afflifted, and toſſed with tem- 
peſt,and not comforted;behold,l will lay thy 

ſtones with fair colours, and lay thy founda- 
p1 tions with Saphirs,ond [ will make thy wine 
dows of Agats,and thy rates of Carbuncles, 
| & al thy borders of pleaſantSaphirs,Ifa.gs 
8, 9.Out of this ſweet language of the Pro- 
pher 
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phet to the naturall branch; the Comforter 
will ferch ſuch precioi's water of life, ro re« 
vive his deferred foul: with theſe kiſſes of his! 
lips will he ſo comfort him; that he ſhall be} - 
conſtrained to ſay with D 4v:d; T hoe, whit 
haſt ſhewed me great troubles, haſt quickp 
me again, hait brought me up again 
the depths of the earth; thow haſt incr 
my joy, and comforted me on every fide,Plal.f 
71.6. I could hitherto, 0 my God! fee thy 
back-parts; ſome ſad atrributes of power and 
juſtice, which did terrifie my ſoul ro look on; } 
but lo, now I ſee thy glory, thou haſt cauſed} - 
it gloriouſly tro paſſe by me; nay, co ſhine} 
upon me: I ſee thy face like Lebanon .come- 
ly as che Cedars ; and herewith 1s my long- 
ing ſoul ſatisfied, as with marrow and far-| 
neſſe. This is my comfort gn mine afflietion:} 
for thy Spirit, O Chriſt! by thy word hath 
revived me. So that this Soul; though very 
forrowfull;'yer is nor left comfortleiſe nei- 
ther. Thus I have anſwered the ſecond Q#e- 
re, to wit, how Chriſt comes eo us. 

The third thing that I am to ſhew youzis, 
When Chriſt comes to us. / will not __ 

comfortles, 1 will come to you.Bur when, 

Of Szviour, wil thou af. ro Us? To this 
I anſwer firſt more generally; then more 
C 2 par-} 
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particularly and determinately. More ge- 
nerally and briefly, I anſwer thus, Chrilt is 
already come,and is preſent wich his Church 
Militant,and will be to the end ot the world, 
as hath been already proved. I am come inte 
my garden, my Siſter, my Spouſe,T have ga- 
d wy 11 Irrh with my Spice; T have eat- 
a my honey combe with my honey : I have 
drm w., . *ne with my milk, Cant. 5. 1, 
Chriſt we ſee by this ſweet language is come, 
and is with us already, 7 am come, &c, 

But when will he come to me in particu- 
lar, as a Comforter ? This is the queſtion, 
To this I anſwer, firſt negatiyely, then poſt. 
tively, Negatively 1 an(wer thus : viz, 
Chriſt doth nor come to us 1n this valley of 
tears,as Aaron was commanded to come in- 
to the holy. place ;: - Let him rot come at all 
times,ſfaith the Lord,/eft he dre, Levit.16.2. 
If Chrift ſhould not come to us at all times 
of our diſtreſſe , we ſhould 'die under our 
burden, ſo comfortlefſe would be our condi- 
tion. When my body is afflicted, I ſhall be 
comforclefle, if Chriſt do not come to me. 
When my foul is afflicted , I ſhall be,more 
comfortleſle , if Cliriſt do not graciouſly 
come to me, When my head akes,teeth,akess| | 
back 26S, 9 belly akes: yea, when.my. leaft| 


1 
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finger, ot joynt in my body akes, I ſhall be 
comfortleſſe , unleſſe Chriſt come to me, 
ſo dolourous and comfortlefſe a creature 
is mIn, | | 

Wherefore as a poſitive anſwer, to the 
queſtion ere-while propoſed , know that | 
Chriſt comes to his Church Militant at all 
times; as long as his people live in this val- | : 
ley of tears, and are in any diſtreſſe of ſoul}” 
or b:dy. He comes to them in proſperity, | 
to ſweeten that, or elſe there would be bura }* 
little comfore and ſweetneſſe in it ; bur het 
comes to them 1n all adverſity, after a more & 
ſpeciall manner to ſweeten that, being of it 1% 
ſelf yery bitter; bitrerneſſe in the abſtract ; | 
my meaning is, altogetheF-bitter, without 
the leaſt (weerneſſe or pleaſure in it to ſoul or 
body: for no affliction igin the leaft manner 
or meaſure joyous, bur as Chriſt by his kind 
coming to us then, makes it ſo, q 

But here I ſhall be thus queſtioned ; 
viz,, If Chriſt as a Comforter comes to his | * 
Church Milicane, in every diſtreſſe of ſoul |. 
and body; how is it that many of Gods chil- 
| dren, in corporall and fpirituall afflitions 
utter comfortlefſe and hopeleſſe language, as 
| thoſe that find no Comforter come to 
them ? '{s thy mercy clean gone, and haſt |. 
| C3 thou 'Y 
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thou forgotten to be gracious? (faith David) |} 
of theu (tut up thy loving k indues in aiſ- 
Meaſure ? and wilt thou be no more intreat- 
Jed? &e. Many ſuch like fad and dolorovs 
Icamplaints arc fill uttered by ſome of Gods 
LISear children: now if Chriſt as a comforter, 
4 come to.his in eyery diſtreſſe; why is it thus 
$ with theſe ? 
4 Tothis 1 will give anſwer firſt more in- 
{ direQly thus; Poſſibly that ſovl which thus 
1 complains , cannot but confeſſe, thar Chriſt 
=] hath come and tendred comfort to him , 
though be through anguiſh and unbeliefre- 
fus'dit. Now it our ſoul-Phyfician come 
from heayen to us,and bring eordials for us, 
and we will not take them, but caſt them 
behind our backs, ſhall our Phyſician be 
blamed for unfaithfulneſſe and negligence 
towards his patients, as one that id nor yi- 
ſit them ? 
Again, poſſibly too, this ſoul which thus 
complains, mult confefſe that Chriſt came 
to. him, at the very beginning of his untra- 
Aableneſſe towards Ged. and told him that 
this would quickly bring him into a com» 
| fortlefſe condition, if noc timely look unto; 
| *8ad bid bim again, and again, by a ſweet 
4 full yoice bebind bim , to be more pliable 
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to God, as he rendred his favour, & his own 
comfort. Chriſt came to his ſpouſe , ſaying, 
Oven to me ”y S:iFer, my Love.my Dove, 
my fair one : for my head is filled with dw, | 
and my lecks with the drops of the wieht 5 
though Chriſt chus kindly come to his ſpoute, | © 
yet ſhe unkindly pur him off; and upon the Þ 
matter no bertrer then ſlighred himz have 
put off my coat, how ſhall I put it on? I have | ©; 
walhed my feet, how ſhall ] defile them? Oe, f 

Becauſe of this untractable carriage, Chrilt 3 
departed from his ſpouſe, and then ſhe made 
many complaints ; / opened to my Beloved, | 
but he had withdrawn himſelf and was 

gone. The ſpouſe could nor now truly fay, | - 
that Chriſt had not come to her : but 
might truly ſay, that he did come to her, 
but ſhe lighted him , and therefore he was 
forgd to leave her. Thus *tis with many 
now. They mourn like Rgche/ in their mi? 
ſery, and are not comforted, becauſe none 
from heaven comes to them : ſuch as theſe, | 
cannot challenge Chriſt, for not making! 

geod his promiſe, to come to them, iF for- 
merly he have come to them , and they have- 
lighted him. If my Phyfician,obſerving my 
intemperancy in this or that , come tame 
and tell me, Unlefſe you refrain ſuch and[' 
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ſuch things, you will certainly fall into ſuch 
and ſuch diſeaſes. which are very dange- 
rous ; if I flight him in this, and afterward 
fall into thoſe diſeaſes, and lie groaning un- 
der then, I cannot blame my Phyfician for 
” [not coming to me, but blame my ſelf that 
© {did ſo ſhght him. So *cis berween Chriſt 
Land many a mourning ſoul ; Chriſt hath 
come to them and told them, thar if they 
Figo on in their finfull courſe, ic will rob 
4thern quice of their heavenly comforts; but 
*{he in this friendly way hath been 'fo far 
-jraken wich the ſweerneſſe of ſomething 
{below Chriſt, and fo at laſt hath found 
[the evil of his owne way, according to 
'4Chrilts prediction, and yet complains of 
{Chriſt not coming to him ; but howJjuſtly 
Judge you. 

Again, as this ſoul poſſibly cannot juſt- 
ly complain that Chrift hath not come to 
him; ;.:1g:poſſibly be cannot juſtly complain 
that Ch "is not come to him. That foul 
which,complains after Chriſt , cannot truly 
ſay chat .Chriſt is not come co him: for we 
never truly dcfire to come to Chriſt, or that 
Chrilt ſhould come to vs , unleſſe he were 
already with us, and we wich him, Chriſt, I 
conclude then, is come to chis complaining 
ſoul; | by 


, = 
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ſoul , though not in that manner and mea- 
ſure as he defires him, The thovghr of what 


| I long for, if I have the leait hope of attain- 
ing it, is a degree of conſolation, 

Finally and more directly , I anſwer te 

| this complaining ſoul thus : Chriſt as a ſen= 
hble and fatisfattorie Comforter comes to: 
us at his time, and not at ours. Now Chriſts' 
time to comfort mourners will make him 
moſt welcome; and that is uſually when che' 
foul is brought to the greateſt extremirie 
that it is capable of,and not utterly miſcarry, 

When Peter was ready to fink on the ſea, 

and cried out, Maſter, ſave me, or I periſh, 

then Chr.ſt came ro him,and caught him by 

the hand : chus doth Chriſt utually come}. 
with ſenſible and ſatisfaftory con{olations, 

when poore ſouls are alinoſt quite ſpent 

with temptations , and ſoul anguiſh , and, 
look every houre when they ſhall die and 

drop into hell. He ſhall come to us, as the 

former and latter rain unto the earth, faith 

the Prophet. That is , at the ſeaſonadleſt 

time, When the ſoul will make him moſt 

welcome;and that is, when burnt and fcorchr, 
With fatans fierie darts as the earth with the 

hear of the ſunne ; when parcht and cbapr,; 
|g:ping for ſome heavenly ſhowers.r then. 
C5 Chcilts ; 
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Chriſts viſits will be kindneflſe indeed : and 
Chriſts conſolations , ſweet indeed, This 
fill remember, O mourning foul!chat Chrift 
keeps his word , if he do not /eave us com-| 
fortleſſe: and this be aſſured he will nor do, 
1 will not leave you comfortlefſſe, I will 
| come to you: 
T Burt why wile thou come to me , O my 
= {[Savyiour? To this I anſwer. firſt thus, viz. 
 }FChriſt will come to his Church Milicant to 
” [Þea Conforter to fulfill his Fathers will, 
| The Spirit of the Lord ts upon me, ſaith 
| Chriſt, becanſe the Kord hath anointed me 
to preach good = 5 to the meck: He hath 
ſent me to bind up the broken-hearted,to pro-| 
claim liberties to the Captive, & the opening 
| of priſon to them that are hound,to proclaims 
(*he acceptable yeare of the Lord, to comfort| 
j./lthat morrn, &c.By this Text we ſce,that 
Chriſt is anointed for this end : To come to 
us and be our Comforter , whileſt we live} 
{here below mourning in Sion, What is ſaid} 
| of the three friends of Job, that may I fay of| 
| the bleſſed Trinitic : They made an appeint- 
| ment together, to come to comfont h1na, So 
{rhe bleſſed Trinitie, have made an appoint- 
ment together to us by Chriſt ; and in all 
diſtreſſes ſweetly to comfort us, 


Secondly, 
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Secondly, Chrift will come as a comfart- 
er to his church Militant, becauſe he hath 
promiſed it. As Chriſt promiſed this in my 
Text, fo in many other Texts, eAnd if 7 goh 
away,T will prepare a place for you, and will | 
come again: and 1 willpray the Father, and 
he (hall give you another comforter,that may 


abide with you for ever, By theſe promiſes } 


Chriſt hath obliged himſelf, to come as a 


comforter to us: lettherefore our deſerving#t; 


of comfort be what they will , Chriſt will y 


come to Us,becauſe he hath promiſed ke will. 


Chriſt tands much upon his word: Chriſt] 


is God,and God cannot lie. Though we be= 
lieve not, yet he abideth faithfull, and can« 
net denie himſelf. A Chriſtian is ready to 
ſay to Chriſt as Jephrha tothe Elders of Gi- 
lead: Did not ye hate me, and expell me out 
of my Fathers houſe? and why are ye come to 
me now, when ye are indiſtreſſe ? ſaid Jeph- 
tha: ſo ſaith a Chriftian, did not I hate thee, 
O my Saviour, and did not I do what in me 
lay to expell thee from my ſoul, by my fin- 
ning again and again againſt thy Spirit ? 
And why art thou come to me now , tO 
comfort me in my diſtreſſe? Why, this that 
was foreſaid, may ſuffice, O finfull foul as an 


' 


anſwer, Chriſt looks ngp at what thou haſt | 
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done. 
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done, but at what he hath promiſed, and his ; 
word he will keep , though we change as 
the heavens : heaven and earth ſhall paſſe 
away, but not one jot of his word ſhall fall 
- fro,the ground. 7 will xot leave you comfort- 
C teſſe, 1 will come to you, 

pe Thele 1 conceive are the principall 
» [grounds , why Chriſt comes as a Comfort- 
4 1 er to his Church Militant : two grounds: 
Gore may be alledged, as Canſe minus prin- 
cipales,lefſe principall cauſes; the firſt where- 
of is this : Chriſt comes to us in our diſtre(- 
ſes as a Comforter, that we may not ſtretch 
out our hands unto iniquity, Man in diſtreſſe 
is ſo defirous of eaſe , that if Chriſt do not 
come to him and comfort him, he will go to 
finne and ſatan for eaſe. Cain was dilcons 
{ folate and becauſe Chritt didnot come to 
| him as a comforter, he ran like a vagabond 
tp and down the world, to find eaſe in 
any thing. Judas was diſconſolate, and be- 
| canſe Chriſt as a comforter did not come to 
him, he made a halter his comforter. Saul 
being in diſtreſſe by the Phil:ſtrnes, becauſe 
Chriſt did not come to him by Urim, nor by 
Viſion, nor by Prophets, he went to the de- 
vii for com'ort, Now that Chriſts children 


may not thus do , ( br:ft will xot leave 
them 
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them comfortleſſe , but will come to them, 

The ſecond ground why Chriſt will come 
to his Church Militant as a comforter , is 
this : That he may ſtop the mouthes of all 
ungodly wretches , who ſay of the godly, 
when in great diſtreſſes, Perſecute and ſp 
them , for there us none to deliver them, A 
wicked man looking upon a wounded ſoul” 


. 
o 


with a carnall eye, breaks out inco ſome] 


ſuch languege , as eAchiſh did concerni 

David:Lo you ſee the man 15 mad;This man 
is a diſtracted perſon,fitter for Bedlam, then 
for Gods houſe : an idle crackr-brain fel- 


low, unfit ro come into ſfolemne aſſemblies, | 


Now that Chriſt may filence ſuch black 
mouth'd men as theſe , he graciouſly comes, 
to ſuch wounded ſouls, and heals their bro- 
ken hearts, and binds up their wounds ; he 
poures the ſpiric of conſolation upon ſuch 
as went mourning all the day long, and 
makes them walk with joy and ſtrong cons 
ſolation , ſo that ſuch as cenſured them for 
this and that,are forc'd to lay their hand up- 
on their mouth , and to condemne them- 
ſelves as blind Bats , and not able to diſcezn 
the wayes of God towards his children, - 
Having thus opened the poiar in hand , ſ 
will in the next place ſhew you how: uſefull 
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it is, to the wicked and to the godly. Will 
not Chriſt -leave any of his children upon 
earth comfortleſſe , but Rill as a comforter 
come to them? Then you which live in 
your finnes , and fo conſequently none of 
Chriſts children z may colle& the unhappi- 
| nefle of your condition from this point, You 
| hall live and die comfortleſſe , for Chriſt 
will not come to you as a Comforter ; thus 

comes onely to his children, Chriſt will 
not comme to you in proſperitie as a com- 
forter ; and therefore in the midſt of fenſu- 
all laughter, , your hearts will be ſad: in the 
mid(t of all thy worldly contents, thy ſpirit 
will at times gnaw and beat within thee: 
and never will all thou enjoyeſt give any 
complacencie of comfort to thee, becauſe 
Chriſt as a comforter comes not to thee, 
All outward comforts , without the inward 
conſolations of Chriſt, they are as good 
broth unſeaſoned , which rather cloys then 
contents the appetite ; they weary, diſtract, 
and vex, and not revive the owner, Be it, 
that thou art as wile as Achitophel , as clo- 
| Quent as Herod, as learned as Gamaliel, as 
rich as Nabal, as honourable as Haman,as 
aA in the Church as J#das; why,yer ſhalt 

ou live comfortleſle; that is, utterly. delti- 


ure 


jth 


| ture of celeſtiall conſolation ; one dro 
whereof hath more ſoul-reyiving ſweetneſle 
init, then all the things of this life can af- 
'ford, Alas! whatis learning 2 what is wit, 
| wealth, honour, or any other worldly thing 
to comfort me, if Chriſt do not come to me? 
A man may have all that this world can af: 
ford, and yer hang himſelf for want of come: 
fore, if Chriſt come not to him, as eAcbite-| * 
| phel, Judas, and others have done, - M2 
| Ob. No men laugh lowder,nor laugh oft-| '* 
[ner then wicked men in proſperitie: no man} 
 merrier in an Alchouſe, Playhaylſe, Taverns 
[Pale or M:rket, chen they: and are not 
theſe then the onely comfortable men in the 
world? 

Sol. Tothis I anſwer ficſt thus: Laughter 
is one thing, and ſpirituall conſolation ano- 
ther thing. Every one that laughs, hath not! 
a cheerfull ſpirit within : for in the midſt of 
laughter a mans heart may be fad, faich So- 
lomon. And (o.on the other hand; every one 
that hath a comfortable ſpiric, hath not a 
laughing face : We do not reade that Chrift 
ever laughed, and yet had more — 

is 


\ ——— 
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bis ſpirit , then all the merrie mer of th 
world, ”_ | 


Secondly, I anfwer thus: ſome mens ſpis 
"ritg 


— 
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rits are ſo left of God to levitie and vanities 
that they will lavgh at the wagging of a 
ſtraw (as weſay. ) This is a great judge- 
ment of God upon the ſpirit, and not to be 
accounted a comfortable and happie condi- 
-. | tion: */zs apaſtime to fools to do wickedly, 
faich' So/omon, This is not properly called 
* | wirth (faich he) but madneſſe. You ſhall ſee 
> | mad men largh ſometimes exceedingly, and | 
{hoop and hallow, as if their ſpirits were as | 
| full of joy as they could hold : what ſhall | 
we conclude now , that theſe forlorn crea- 
tures are in 2'comfortable condition ? Alas! 
ſay we, if they were bur ſenſible of their 
condition, they would ſoon ceaſe lavghing, 
and begin lamenting. And ſo may I ay to 
you of all that laugh and rejoyce , and yet 
live in their finnes, and ſo conſequently have 
no comforter from heaven come to them, 
they are mad men : were their eyes open to 
ſee their forlorn condition , they would 
quick'y change their note, and turn their 


mirth into mourning, as James ſaith. 


Queſt. Why, bur doth not Chriſt cone to 
the-wicked in proſpericie ? 

Anſw, Yes, no doubt to he made of it. 
Chriſt came to Bel/hazzar whilſt he was 
quaſfing in the golden veſſels of the temple, 


and 


bt 


v 


| 
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and wrote down his wickedneſle in the wal, 
And thus he comes to all ungodly perſons in 
proſperity, to write down 


all their ungodly 
deeds, that ſo he may exaGtly judge chem ar 
the great day of account, 

Qweſt. Why, but doth not Chriſt come 


as a comforter to wicked men that are oreat 


[and wealthy ? 


: 
: 


| 


| 


Anſw. Chriſt regards no man for his 
wealth, or for any externall greatneſſe. If a 
man be never ſo rich , or never ſo honoura- 
ble, yer if he have not denied his luſts, and 
given up himſelf ro Chriſt, to be ruled by 
him, Chriſt will never come to comfort him 
if he would give him all he hath for his pains; 
he will not ep a foot out of doors to: 2 
Prince, if he be wicked. 

Ob, Why, but though he will not come 
to-ungodly men as a Comforter in proſperi- 
ty, when they can make ſome ſhift without 
him, yet he will come to them as a Com- 
forter in adverſity, when all other comforts 
fail, 

Sol. No he will not. Chriſt will not know 
thy ſoul in adverſitie, which art a diſobeyer 
of him. As he would not let Dives have a 
drop of water to cool his rongue, though in 


ucutterable rorments, where many Oceans;|, 


would' 


— 


— 
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would not in the leaſt meaſure have quench- 
ed the flames; no neither will he afford thee 
the leaſt drop of conſolation in thy greateſt 
extremirie; though thou cry Lord, Lord,and 
cut thy fleſh in the fervency of thy fpirit,| 
like Baals Prieſts, to prevail; yer ſhalc thou] 
be ſent empty away. Nay, Chriſt will be 0} 
farre from being a comforter to ungodly 
{men when in miſery; that he will adde 
to their outward miſery , inward miſery, 
When thy body is in diftreſſe, Chriſt will 
awaken thy ſoul, that now lies aſleep , and 
ſer thy conſcience a gnawing within thee, 
which will be gredter corture then if thou 
| wert rackt in every limbe. Thou maſt ſend 
1for godly Miniſters and godly friends to 
comfort thee then , and they poſſibly may 
deliver very comfortable things , but they 
ſhall be of no more ſayour to thy ſoul, then 
tbe white of ategoe; becauſe Chriſt ' us a 
comforter will not ſpeak thoſe (ſweet things 
to thy ſoul, which thy friends do to thy 
| eares. As the Lord bewails the miſerable 
| condition of Jeruſa/em; ſo may I bewail 
| the miſerable condition of all ungodly men: 
Theſe two things are come unto thee, whi 
| ſhall be ſorry for thee? deſolation and deſtre- 
tFion,and the famine,and the ſword:by who 
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| ſhall 7 comfort thee ? lo fay Ito all ungodly 
*|F perſons: milſecy upon miſery will ficft or latt] = 
RE ſeize upon you, and who then ſhall be forie | . © 
df for you ? Famine, and (word,and peſtilencez} _ 
Gf fickneſſe, and death, and judgement; and by 
whom will you be comforted ? your Ho= 
oF nours cannot comfort you: your Riches and} + 
Friends cannot comfort you: your father the .. 
ie devil he will not then comfort you : your| 
conſcience which you have often finned 
againſt, ſhall not comfort you, bur torture: 
id you; becauſe Chriſt will not come to you,to' 
© prinkle it with his bloud, and co pacifie it; 
ug So that I conclude all thus; You will | 
dF live comfortleſſe, die comfortleſle, and abide 
ON in hell after death everlaſtingly comforts] 
YE lefle. £0 
FF Tis true all that you fay, fir: man is a 
ny comfortleſſe creature indeed, unlefſe Chriſt | 
a8 come to him, I find it by wofull experi- 
fl ence. I have much wealth in my purſe, and 
YF| yer bur little peace in my ſpirit. I fee the de- 
ef vil (me thinks ) now and theft, fit aftride 
upon the top of my money-bags,waiting for 
me, when I come to comfort my elf in the | 
beholding of them : and to what this .will 
come ar laſt, I cannot tell. Sinne I.am ſureI 
do; and comforcleſſe becauſe of finge, I amy 4 

an : 
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and more comfortlefſe every day I look tolfi 
be, unleſſe Chriſt come to me ; and yer how Þ 
to get him to come to me, I know nor. 

; Wovldſt thou, O comfortleſſe creature ! 
have Chriſt to come to thee? Do then to 
Chriſt as Lydia did to Pal, lovingly invite 
Him ro come to thee, Make known thy com» | 
fortleſſe. condition to Chriſt, and then ear-! 
'neſtly entreat him to viſit thy poore ſoul, 
[The ground why 1 exhort thee, O inner / 
thus to do is becauſe God hath promiled ro, 
-give his holy Spirit to them that atk it, 
Luke 11. 13. If therefore thou wouldeſt 
have Chriſt by his Spirit ro come to thee; 
invite him, ask him, beg and entreac him to 
come and dwell in thy ſoul; and tell him 
that he ſhall have every room in thy heart 
at command. As Rebekahs brother ſaid to'fj 
Abrahams ſervant; ſo do thou fay to Chrift;|f 
Come in thou bleſſed of the Lord, wherefore 
ftandeFt thou without ? for | haveprepared 
the houſe, and room for the camels, &c., 
' Come in then bleſſed of the Lord, where- 
fore ſtandeſt chou withour ? here is room 
for thee and all thy glorious train, Here 
is an underſtanding, will, memory , af- 
feftions , they ſhall be all atthy uſe and er-= 
vice, O Chriſt, wherefore come in choy bf 


a 
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| ſed of the Lord , and make thy abode with 
| me. Thus continue crying ro Chriſt , and 
longing for him , and by this thou wilt de- | 
clare thy great love unto him, and fo make 
thy (elf capable of that (weer promiſe, which 
faith, {f a man love me , the Father loveth 
him, and we will come unto him. and make 
our abode wit h him Jobn I 4-I 2. Then will 
thy condition be comfortable indeed , when 
thou haſt got ſuch glorious in-mates as tel. 
to dwell with thee, 
& Having thus ipoken what I thought fir My 
the wicked . by way of application from 
this point ; I will now addrefie my ſelf to 
ſpeak unto the godly , and ſhew them how 
uſefull this point may be unto them. I ſhall 
firſt ſpeak ro ſtrong men , and then unto 
Babes in Chriſt ; to > fuch as can tell me that 
| Chriſt as a Comforter is come to them : ſe> 
'condly, to ſuch as can tell me they neyer 
| yet found Chriſt as a Comforter come-to 
them : and laſtly , to ſuch who > can rell me 
that they have found Chriſt as 2 Comforter 
come to them , but now they have' loſt 
him. To you that cell me you find: the} 
truth of chis doctrine by bleſſed experience, 
that Chriſt is come ro'you;T have.onely two 
{| ings co fay : Firſt this, Make it (ure Fad 
cy 
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thy ſelf chat Chriſt indeed as a Comforter 
is come to thee, and that thy ſoul is not de-| 
luded in thy joy and conſolation. Secondly, 
ſtrive ſo to walk, chac chy Comforter which 
is come to thee may never depart from thee, 
Firſt, ſtrive to make ir ſure. chat Chriſt in-| 
deed is come co thee: that the comfort which] 
thou haſt is from the Comforter, co wit: the 

ſpirit of Chriſt ; and not from the ſpirit 6 

lufion. 

There is great need that I ſhould prefſe 
this inſtruction upon you, becavſe the ſpirit 
of delufion is plentifully powred our in theſe 
latter dayes. The hypocrite hath his joy; 
and he judges thar this his joy, is the joy of 
the holy Ghoft, and as good as need to be:| 
whereas ir is a joy that ſhall pey#ſþ( faith che 
Scriprure ( a joy that will end in deſperate 
forrow. He thinks that Chriſt as a com- 
forter is come to him; whereas it is onely 
the devil cransformed into an Angel of light, 
And thus ipdeed are many thoutands gul- 
led and cheated in their comfort. Sadnefle 
would overſhadow the ſmiling face of ma- 
ny a man, if he did bur diſcern how ground- 
lefle his joy and comfort is ; and what a 
vain ſhadow in fiead of a true ſubſtance, 


his poore foul is deluded withall. Where- 
fore 


K 


* 
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fore, my brethren, it concerns you that tell | 
me , you are ſenſible that che Comforter is 
come co you , to take pains to make it ſure 
to your lelyes , that your ſouls are nor de- 
luded. 

il When the Spiric of God came upon Sant 
that he propheſied , the people thac knew 
him before,ſaid, What iz come to the ſonne of | 
Kiſh , us Saul among#t the Prophets? Thus 
do thou fay to thy ſoul , who art io merrie 
and comfortable, viz. What is come to thee 


MO my fol ! chat thou art nov to joyfull and} 


Icheartull}Once I am ſure thou wenc ſt mour- 
ning 2ll the day long : is Chriſt as a Com- 
forrer come ro chee? If Chriſt by his ſpirir] 
© have bro!ghr glad ndings corhee, why chen 
|O my glorie! continue in thy mirth: bur if 
[not, why art thou ſo merrie,O iny ſoul? thy 
||| mirth is but madnetle, As David queſtioned 
(0 bis ſoul for ſadneſſe, faying , Why art thow 
| fo ſad, O my ſoul? and why art thon ſs caſt 
| (down within me ? 10 mayeſt thou do well to 
| queſtion thy micth, ſaying , Why art thou 
| ſo tnerrie. O my foul ? and why art thou fo 
|| much lifted up wichin me? is thy Cota- 
|| forter our Lord Jeſus Chriſt indeed come ro 
thee? O chen my glorie! ceaſe not to declare 
(thy comfort» by any coinely poſture _ gey 

ure 
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ture: bur fac , 4 houle of mourning, O 
my ſoul, is fitrer for thee then a houſe of 
mirth ; garments of fackcloth and ſadneſſe | 
would better become thee, then garments of 
joy & gladnefſe, You know how Iſaac once 
ſpake co his ſon, Art thou (faid he) my very 
- E ſan? Gen. 27.24. ſo do thou humbly 
ueſtion thy Comforter. Art thou my very 
forcer indeed? Art thou the very Chrift 
the Sonne of God , which ſpeakeſt conſola- 
tion to my ſoul? You know how Fehn que- 
ſtioned Chriſt mich after this manner, that 
he mighe not be deceived concerning him: 
Art thou he that (hould come, or "do we 
look for another? Macth.1 1.3.10 do thou fay, 
Ait thou he that ſhould come and comfort 
my ſoul ? or ſhould not I Took for another? 
There be many falſe Chriſts, and falſe com- 
forters now in the world , and they deceive 
-many : Wherefore I beſeech thee ſpeak our, 
and ſpeak plainly ro my ſoul, whether thou 
be he that ſhould comfort me yea or not, 
thar if I have ob:ained the true Comforter, 
I may give God che glorie of his great kind- 
' nefle, it nor. I imay leek our for another. 
How ſhould I know (mvy the ſtrong! 
man in Chriſt ſay to me) whether he that is, 


come to my fofil with conſolation , be he, 
| that 
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that ſhould come, or not? How ſhould I be 
able to make it ſure'to my ſoul, that the con+ 
ſolation which IT-have' is from the ſpiric of 


fion, 


| To this I thus anſwer, viz. If he that is} 


\come to thy ſoul be he'thar ſhould come, td 
wit, Chrift ; chou ſhale find that he dork} 


49] 


Chriſt, and not from the ſpiric of delu- 


more works then one'in thy ſoul : ke dorh 


not onely comfort thee, but he doth many|| 


preat works beſides this. Chriſt doch many} 
reat works iti a mans ſoul before he com- 
Vis him ; and he doth many great works 
in his ſoul ; after hethath comforted hin, 
Chriſt doth many great works-in the foul 
of man, before he comforts him : he doth}. 
break the heart. before he' binds 1t up; he 
firſt wounds the heart , before he will heal: 
it: he caſts down the ſoul: for finne, be-| 
fore he will raife it up. Now to break the 
heart of mat, which the Scripturecompares 
to an Adamant;Zech 1 2.torhardneſſe,is a 
orext'work;and yer this doth Chriſt chrough- 
ly,befbre he comforts chroughly. The break-| 
ing of the hard heart of man, hath many} 
oreat'Works about ir, ere ir be effected. The 
vnyincing the ſoul of finne, which (elf- 
once mh is not eaſily: brought unto, 
D The | 
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The making of finne out of meaſure ſinfull, 
in the ſouls apprehenſion, which blind man 
IS not ealily brought to ſee, The making of 
man to loath himſelf,for the evils which he 
hath committed againſt God, which man 
full of ſel-loye is not eafily wrought unto, 
The making of man to long for peace and 


DO ; 
reconciliation with God, as the greateſt] 


| happineſle in the world, and to begge chis 


bleſſing with tears, as a ſoul that ces he 
ſhall die and periſh eternally without it; 
which man that naturally hates God, is not 
eaſily wonne unto, Yct all cheſe difficult 
works doth Chriſt do in the ſoul of man, 
before he comes as a Comforter to him, 
Which Chriſt confirms, where he faith; 
Bleſſed are they that mourn, for they (hal 
be comforted. 

Now, wouldeſt thou know whether he 
that 1s come to thy ſoul, be he that ſhould 
come or not ? why then tell me > Whar did 
precede thy comfort which now thou haſt ? 
Did Chriſt lead thee to the Wels of Conſo- 
lation by the waters of Aarah? Did he 
bring thee to ſow in tears, ere he gave 
thee to reap thy great harveſt of joy 2 Walt 
thou ever in the houſe of mourning? Did 


the ſpirit of heavinefle for ſinne eyer take 
holc 
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hold on thee? Was thy hard heart firtt bro- 
ken, and atter £2115 bound up ? Firſt wound- 
ed, and after ti1s healed ? D:dit thou go 
movrning for diſhonouring Gud all the day 
long, and after many dolorous dayes ſpent 
did thy Comforter cone to thee ? Surely | 
| |chen hethar is come, is he thac ſhould come, | 2 
| and do not look for another : bur if other= | 
| wiſe ; rhou haſt juſt caule to be jealous of || * 
"(| thy joy. | [5 
Again, Chriſt as he doth great works in 
the foul before he comforts ic ; fo he doth 
reat works in the ſoul after he hath com- 
Breed it, That foul which Chriſt com- 
forts, he makes a very fruitfull ſoul in all 
grace to his glorie. No waters make the 
ſoul of a Chriſtian grow in grace, like the 
waters of Conſolation. The comforting 
Spirit of Chriſt is to aChriſtian in the wayes 
of obedience, as wind and tide to a Ship : 
that which makes him runne the wayes 
of Gods Commandments. That Chriſtian 
which is comforted by Chriſt, prayes fer- 
vently, and prayes frequently. Conſolation 
gives wings to ſupplication. That Chri- 
tian which is comforted by Chriſt, praiſech 
God wich ſtrong affection. A foul com- 
forted by Chriſt,is as an inftrument well cu- 
| D '2 ned 
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ned by a skilfull Muſician : he will upon 
every occaſion: make fweer melodie: in the 
earesof the Almightie. True conſolation is 
from Heavenzand it carries that foul ſtrong» 
Ip co Heaven in which.it-is. True conſola- 
cien' is from- Chriſt , and ic will make» a 
Chriftian live wholly” ro- Chriſt. Tb 
whom much: is forgiven chey loye miloche 
and. his love conftrains them ro. denie 
\chemſelyes, and to follow Chriſt unto 
death. 

| Wouldeſt thou know cher-for certain,” O 
firong man in Chriſt! thacherwhich is come 
to thy ſoul, is hewhich ſhould come? Why 
then look what activitie is in thy ſoul ro 
dutie, Is thy ſoul as a Gyant refreſhed af- 
ter wine ? ſtrong and vigorous tothe pra- 
Eiſe of all good duties > Art thou abundant 
in the work of the Lord? Art thou a ſweet 
Singer in /ſrae/ of the praiſes of the Lord? 
Is thy heart at thy mouth leaping: within 
thee , like the Babe in Elizabeths wombe; 
when thou art telling what God hath done 
for thy ſoul? Art thou (in ) a holy 
ard heayeply man , as-:one comforted by 
| a holy and heayenly God:# Doth thy joy 
rranſcend the joyes that this world affdras, 


in {weetneſſe-? Doth it raiſe chy ſpirit. co 


admire 
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admire the loye of God ? and doth ir make 
thee dead to ſecular delights > and to ac- | 
count naked carnall mirth madneſle > empty 
husks for brutes to feed on > Then mayeſt 


is come to thy ſoul.is he which ſhould come; 
and do not look for another : but if -theow: 
art merry and cheerfull , and not holy an 
heavenly, he thar is cometo thy foul, is not! 
he that ſhould come ; wheretfore I beleech 
thee to look for ano: her, 

A fecond inſtruction which I would com- 


mend toRrong men in Chriſt, is this : after 


—— 


Chriſt as a comforter is indeed come to thee, 
then ſtrive ſo to walk, that he may never de- 
part from thee, So a man may walk that 
Chrift as a comforter may forſake his ſoul, 

Dvid had wofull experience of this truth, 
and ſo doubtrleſſe have many el'e of rhe 
godly. So a man-may walk that Chriſt as a 
comforter io fromhim. Burt how 
ſhould I faith the comforted foul, 

Joy this heaven be'ow, dll 
#bo , and ſo go from 1oy To 
joy; from joy. unſpeakable and full of glory, 
r0/joy 'that cannot enrec inco any mortal! 
heart-to conceiye of ? | | 


thou comfortably conclude , that he which] 
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To this I thus anſwer, Do nor grieve 


Chriſt that is come to thee : Secondly, do 
all that thoucanſ(t rodelight him, if thou 
wouldſt have him continually abide with 
thee. Do not fit down and reſt, as one that 
hath a licenſe to be lazie, and as if all thy 
work were done, now thy cornforter is 
come to thee ; this will grieve him, and 
quickly make him leave thee, Thou haſt 
obrained Chriſt to come a Comforter to 
thee: well, yer let me tell thee as Moſes did 
the /ſraclites; Yon are not ((aid he) as yet 
come tothereFft.& to the inheritanee which 
the Lord your God giveth you. So fay I to 
thee, O comforted ſoul ! thou art not yet 
come to thoſe degrees of conſolation, which 


ithou mayſt attain unto in this life, if thou 


Ghoſt is a bottomleſſe Well, which tho 
canſt never draw dry : and the more thou 
draweſt, the freſher and ſweeter ſtill ſhalt 
thou find it. The joy of the holy Ghoſt is 
no ſurfetting thing, as ſome earthly ſweets 
are : and * LA thou mayeſt ſafcly ſay, 
Lord, evermore give me of this bread: fill 
my ſoul with flagons of this precious li- 
quour : let thy love be ſhed abroad in my 
heart by the holy Ghoft; let my ſoul delight 


her (cl in this fatneſſe, Second- 
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Secondly, now Chriſt as a comforter is 
come to thee, do not wax wanton againſt 
him,this alſo will grieve him, and make him 
quickly forſake thy ſoul as a Comforter, 
| Let all the manifeſtations of thy comfort be 
ſuitable to thy Comforter: holy as he is holy, 
ſpirituall and heavenly,as he is: When ye are 
come into the good land , take heed that ye 
do not forget theLord(faid Moſes to Iſrael) 
ſo fay I to you that find Chriſt with you as 
a Comforter, which are come tothe fellow= 


that tranſcendent comfort which is by him: 


and forger God and your ſelves, The 
waters of conſolation are ſtrong waters, 
and mans weak head and heart cannot bear 
much of them ſteadily, but are ready to reel 
on one fide or other, When the clouds of 
heaven have well watered the earth, the 
do weeds as well as good herbs ſpring 
apace : ſo when Chriſt by his Spirit, ſweetly 
waters the ſoul with conſolation , then le- 
vity and yanity as well as Chriſtian mirth 


ſhip of the Spirit, and to the participation of |? 


take heed that ye grow not giddy-headed, | 


and cheerfulneſſe ſpring amain ; if a Chri- 
ſtian be not very watchfull over his ſoul, to 
pluck up ſuch weeds by the roots, as ſoon 
as they begin to ſhew themſelyes, I con- 
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* {| forter to abide ill with thee; as thou muſt 
| nor grieve him, ſo thou muſt do all that 
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PSeribe we; do thou readily reply as the 
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| that ſatan bath an art to bring evil out of the 
[greateſt good, as God bath an art to bring 
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the ſpirit, let. not the manifeſtations of thy 


comfort grieve the Spiric. This remember, 


od out of the greateſt eyil : and therefore 
that thou mayſt not be ignorant of any 
His,deviſes, nor unable to refiſt them if 
thou'Wwouldſt not looſe thy comforter. 

Segondly, if chou wouldſt have thy com- 


thqueanſt to delight him. Let it be thy mear 
and drink to follow all the motions of the 
ſpirit of Chriſt : whicherſoever Chriſt would | 
have thee go, cheerfully obey him; chis will 
delight thy comforter exceedingly , and 
make hjm to rejoyee to continue with thee, 
If Chrift fay unto thee as to the Fiſhermen, 


Scribe, Maſter, 1.will follaw thee whither- 
ſeever thou goeft, Matth, 4. 19. and 8.19. 
This is.to declare the genuine diſpoſition of 
Chriſts people, which Chriſt is exceedingly 
taken withall. Chriſts people are 2 willing. 
people in their obedience: Thy peaple ſhall be | 
willing in the day of thy power, Nc. | 
Secondly , humbly and coampaſſionately | 
tell 


4 
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tell diſconſolate fouls , what Chriſt hach 
done for my foul: this will delight thy come! 
forter much, and make hum xejoyce to con-! 
tinue with thee. Chriſt delights to fee his! 
children communicative of the ſweet meats 
which he gives them. And therefore as J#- 
el ſaid ro Barak, ſo do thou O comforted 
ſoul , to ſuch as go mournivg all the day 
long: Come, (laid ſhe) and 1 will ſhew thee 
the man whom thou ſeekeſt, Jud gg. 32.Come, 
O ſad foul , that canſt not find him whom 
thy ſoul loverh , I will ſhew thee the man 
whom thou ſeckeft ; rhe manner of his co» 
ming to my poore ſoul ; and how long he 
made me wait upon him, ere he would come 
to me ; and how well he hath now made 
me amends for all his laying. And there- 
fore, Although thor: [aye/t t boy (halt _ 
him, yet judgement 15 before bim, therefore 
truſt theu in him, Job 35.14. For the viſion is 
Jet for an appointed time , but at the end it 
ſhall ſpeak ang not lie: though it tarrie, want 
for it ,besanſe it will ſurely came, it will not 
tarry, Hab.2.3. The more imp: rring of cx» 
periments of love we are, to the glorje of 
Chrift; the more (hill will Chrift graciouſly 
iyeus to our further comfort, And this in- 
ed js Gads end in comforting ſome of hig 
D F children, 
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children , that they may be able to comfort 
them which are in any trouble, by the com! 
fort wherewith they themſelves are comfort- 
ed of God: as the Apoſtle ſweetly affirms. 
Thirdly, thank Chriſt humbly and hear- 
tily for his coming to thee; if thou wouldeſt| 
haye him abide ſtill with thee, The TIſrac-| 
lites when they came into the promiſed land 
which flowed with milk and honey , they 
were to take the firſt of all the fruits of the! 
earth, and pur them in a basker, and fo pre- 
fent them to the Prieſt, ſaying , viz. eAnd 
now behold, I have brought the firſt fruits of 
the land , which thou the Lord haſt given 
me , Deut. 26, Thus were they to ſet their 
firſt fruits before the Lord , and to worſhip 
before him , as youi may ſee at large. Why 
you that enjoy Chriſt as a comforter , you 
have received the firſt fruits of that good 
land which Cazaas typified , which flows 
with milk and honey. Bring therefore theſe 
firſt fruits, and fer them before God, and 
worſhip : bring the ſweet comforts of the 
holy Ghoſt in your hearts, before che Lord, 
and ſay, Behold, O Chriſt , theſe and theſe 
are the ſweet conſolations of thy Spirit: 
and lofor them «11 1 humbly render praiſe to 
thy Name, Such mightic enemies of my 
| peace 
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peace haſt thou conquered : ſuch doubts 
which ſo long troubled me , haſt thou an- 
ſwered : ſuch wants which ſo long time 
kept me exceeding low , haſt thou ſupplied, 
to thee, O God, be the gloric of thine own 
goodneſle. 

You have great cauſe thus to magnifie the 
Lord for his mercy , which find Chriſt as a 
comforter come to you, You enjoy that 
bleſſing which exceedeth all outward ble(- 
fings. The light of Gods countenance lift- 
ed up. upon a poore mourning ſoul , it 
is of farre greater value then corn, wine 
oyl ; then Corrall, Rubies, or any choice 
thing that this world can afford. The 
naked revelation of Chriſt in the foul of 
man is of more worth then all theſe, faith 
Solomon : the moſt glorious revelation of 
Chriſt tken to the foul , which the ſoul of 
man is capable of in this life , muſt needs be 
of much more tranſcendent worth, You en- 
joy that bleſſing which exceedeth many in- 
ward blceflings. It exccedeth knowledge : 
for what is knowledge in the head, to the 
joy of the holy Ghoſt in the heart ? One 
beam of light in the undetitanding} is of 
more worth then all the Silver and Gold, 
Gems,and Jewels in the world, and yer one 

beam 
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beam of the .lighr of Gods countenance 
ſhining upon the hearc, though bur by re- 
flexion from the face of Jeſus Chriſt, is of 
more worth then all knowledge which by- 
mane ſtudie can atrain unto. I cannot ſay 
that this bleſſing exccedeth che leaſt ſaving 
grace in the ſoul : bur this I can ſafely ſay, 
that conſolation, ir is the glofle and glory pf 
every grace : every grace ſhines in its full 
lure , where the Comforter dwells, This I 
can further ſay. thar you enjoy thar bleſſing 
which makes Heaven a Heaven, and which 
makes Earth a Heaven to you: and therefore 

{ you have grear reaſon to magnifie the Lord 
 qfor his mercy, The more of Heaven we cn- 

1Joy upon Farch , the more ſhould we ſer our 

{4 
| 


ſelyes to do the work of them which are in 
Heaven whileſt on Earth. 

Fourthly , fnally let Chriſts mediate co» 
| ming to thee by his Spirit > make thee long 
earneſtly for his immediate coming * ro 
thee in bis own perſon: this delights Chriſt, 
that his ſpouſe ſhould 'ay , Come , Revela- 
tion 22. 17. as the Spirir doch ; Tha: ſhe 
ſhould long for the wedding d3y,as he doth. 
When good old S-»eon had imbraced the 
Conſolation of 1/ſ-ae/, tor which he ſo long 
waited , he then deſired prelently to be dil- 
| ſolyed 
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ſolved : to thou that haſt imbraced che. con- 

ſolation of //rael. ſhouldeſt in boly manner 
with Simeon Job,and Panl, defire to be dil- | 
folyed, and ro be wich Chriſt, which is beſt 
of all. You wbom Chriſt hath kiſſed wirh 
the kiſles of his lips, ſhould long earneRly to 
lie berween his breaſts all night; my mean» 

ing is, to have a full enjoymencx of Chriſt, 

Tt;us have I done {peaking to ſuch, whocan 
cell me that Chrift as a Comforcer is come 
to them. 

In che next place I addrefle my ſelf to 
ſpeak ro (i1cl) of the godly , who can tell me 
that they never yer tornd Chriſt as a Come 
forter come to them. Two or three things I 
have to ſay to you from this ſweer dofEtrine, 

Firſt, I would have you ro labour ro be- 
lieye this doQtrine,that Chriſt will not leave 
you comfortleſſe, but will certainly (ar laſt) 


come to you, Chriſt hath repeated his pro* 
miſe. which js as a bond with many ſeals; 
and therefore thou hiſt juſt ground ro be» 
licye, Q comforilefle Tonl! chat Chritt will 
wr le we thee comfortle ſe, but will come tp 
thee, : 

| Objeft, What juſt ground have I to be- 
| lieve , that Clirift will come to me , ſeeing; 
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has is holy , and I am unholy: he is glorious 
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in holinefle, andT am abominable in finne 
and wickedneſſe , faith the weak comfort- 
lefle ſoul. 

Sol. Art thou more vile then Manaſſeh? | 
Chrift came to him and comforted him. | 
Art thou more muddy and earthly then Za- 
chews ? Chriſt came to him and comforted 
him. Art thou more deviliſh then Mary 
Alagadalene , out of whom were caſt ſeyen 
devils > Chriſt came to her , and filled her | 
ſoul with Rtrong conſolation Why ſhouldeft 
not thou believe , that Chriſt will come to | 
thee too, and quiet and comfort thy mourn- 
ing ſpirit? 

Sol. But ſecondly , I anſwer thus: viz, 
Chriſt doth not ſo miich look how thou art 
qualified , as at what he hath promiſed : | 
Chriſt hath promiſed he will come to thee, | 
and he is faithfull and will do it, If hy foul 
were never ſo poore, never fo blind , never; 
ſo wretched, never ſo naked; yet Chriſt ha- 
ying promiſed ro come to thee, he will make 
good his word , though he come backward, 
with a mancle to cover thy nakedneſle, as 
Shem and Japhet did to Noah. If thy foul 
were full of wounds , if thy ſoul were full 
of running purrifying ſores, if chou wert as 
black with fin as an Erhzopien; if chou wert 

as 
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as ſpotted with finne as a Leopard; nay, if 


thy ſoul did ſtink within thee, as Lazar 
after taken our of the earth again; yer Chriſt 
having promiſed to come to thee and com- 
fort thee, he will do it ; though be hold his 
noſe while he be comforting thy ſtinking na» 
Rtie ſoul. Heavenand earth ſhall paſſe away, 
but nor a jot or tircle of Chriſts promiſe ſhall 
fail. T he voice of my Beloved, behold he co- 
meth leaping upon the monntains, and ship«" 
ping upon the hills, Cant, 2.8. 700 there 
be mountains and hills of finne in thy ſoul, 
yet Chriſt will come skipping over all theſe 
with comfort to thy ſoul , rather then thou 
ſhalt be left comfortleſle, 

Wherefore. O weak , comfortleſſe ſoul ! 
ſay not of thy Saviour and comforter,as Ba- 
laam did, 1 ſhall ſee him, but not now; I ſhall 
behold him,but not n1gh,Num. 24.17. I ſhall 
ſee Chriſt come with a witneſſe : nay with 
many thouſznd witneſſes at the great day, 
when every exe ſhall ſee him; but [ ſhall not 
ſee him come to me now , in this ſoul-do- 
lour, as a comforter, I ſhall behold him per- 
adventure, as Moſes beheld the Holy Lagd, 
afarre off : he will never come nigh my 
poore ſoul ro ſtay it with thoſe comforts 
Which it needs : Ceaſe, O weak foul , this 
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more ingredulous language; and firive to be. 
lieve, .and thjs {weet promiſe 1 creat of ſhall 
be made good unto thee, Nofinne lo mighty 
to keep thy Comforter from thee as uube. 
| Lief, Say then, O mourning Chriſtian, torhy 
camforclefle foul; Yet 6 little while, aud he 
thet ſhe! come will come, and will not tarry. 
Heb. 16. 37, He that hath faid he will come 
@s 8 Camforter to thee , will come and will 
fatisfie tby ſoul wich con(elation , as with 
marrow and fatnefſe. Say to thy fad {oul, 
with the Plalmiſt : Aly God will come, 
end will nat kgep ſilence; he will (ſpeak 
conſolation fo plainly , that my ignorant 
foul ſhall nnderſtand ; fa powertully , that 
my incredulous foul ſhall believe, and own 
her own mercies. Thog art now toſſed 
and almoſt drowned. O my foul, with reft- 
lefle wayes of miſerie; but che Spirit will 
move upon theſe waters ; thou {halt fee 
Chriſt coming cowards thee, upon theſe 
troubleſa.ne waves anon , and lay , Be wot 
efraid , it is [: I that haye loved thee, and 
given my {elf tor thee, and noae ſhall plugk 
thee out of my hand, 

| Secondly. as I would have thee to ſtrive 
firmly ro believe this truth; ſo I would have 
thee endeavour patiently go. wait the ag- 
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compliſhmenc of it, Belicye that Chriſt 
will come to thee, and wait patiently un- 
till he do come. There is good ground 
why every ſoul ſhould patiently wait for | 
Chriſt coming to him, whether we confi- 
der our ſelves which are to be viſited, .or 
Chriſt our vifitour, It thou O comfortleſle 
ſoul conſider thy ſelf which art to be vifited; | 
there is great reaſon thou ſhouldeſt wait pa- 
tiently tjll Chriſt come to thee, how long 
loever he ſtay, 
Firft, thou art a creature, and Chriſt js 
thy Creatour z and ſhould nor a creature 
wait,on his creatour ? Thou art a feryant, 
and Chriſt is thy Lord: and ſhould nor a.ſer- 
rant wait on his,Lord? C onſider thee in thy 
higheſt relations, and they all callfor wait- 
ing Thou art a ſonne, and Chriſt is thy 
father : and ſhould nor a ſonne wait an his 
father ? Thaqu art,.a wife, and Chriſt js thy 
hus band: and ſhould not.a wife;wait on her 
husband ? | 
Secondly, conſider that thou haſt deſer- 
ved that Chiiſt ſhaqyld ,never.come to thee, 
and yet-far all tþjs, {ccing he will come .to, 
thee. haft not thou juſt cauſe.to wait pati- 
encly ill he do come, how long ſoever it 
be firſt > Befarechy calling thou did(t whe, 
Tits 
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Chriſt; and ſince thy calling, theu haſt often 
grieved Chriſt ; and haſt nor thouthen de: 
ſerved that Chriſt ſhould never come to 
thee? Thou haſt quenched many a ſweet 
motion of the ſpirit of Chriſt : thou haſt 
turned the deaf eare to. the ſweet ſtill voice 
that hath ſpoken behind thee times without 
number, and fo ſlighted the ſpirit of Chriſt; 
and haſt not thou then juſtly deſerved, that 
Chriſt as a comforter ſhould never come to 
thee? yer ſeeing he will come for all. this 
unkindnefſe, haſt not thou juſt cauſe to wait 
patiently for kim, how long ſoever he ſtay? 
Thou haft many weeks, many moneths, nay 
many years gone along in acourſe of grie- 
ving Chriſt ; and dot thou think much of 
waiting a few weeks, a few moneths, a 
few years, for Chrift to come' to comfort 
thee ? 

Take this in another form : Thou did 
make Chrift wait a long time upon thee, 
ere thou wovldeſt let him abide with thee 
as 2 ſpirit of Reformation : and is there not 
juſt cauſe then that thou ſhouldſt wait pati 
ently a long time upon him, if he will haye 
it ſo, ere he abide with thee as a ſpiritc 
conſolation ? how many knocks did Chriſt 
give at thy ſtubborn heart, ere thou would 
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1 open to him ? how much dew of the night 
* |} diftilled upon his locks, ere thou wouldeſt 
J J him houſe room in thy heart? how 
| 
| 


many mercies ? how many corre&ions were 

all ſpilr upon thee, ere Chriſt could winne 

thee to reſpe&t him? canſt thou tell? if thou 

canſt nor, think not much, if Chriſt make- 
J thee ſhed a few tears, and breath out a few 

It |groans » ere he bring glad tidings of peace 

0 unto thee. 

5 Secondly, if thou conſider Chriſt thy vi- 

nJ'fitour, there is all the reaſon that can be,that 
thou ſhouldeſt wair patiently till he come to 
thee. Chriſt will certainly come to thee : 
Chriſt will come to thee at the firreft time ; 
Chrift will come richly when he doth come: 

which areall ſpeciall grounds of parience, 

Chriſt will come to thee, Ocomforrtleſle ſoul! 

thovgh it may ſeem to thee ſomething long 
(HF firſt. Thou doeft not wait for one that will 

© [not Come at all, as the Tark waiteth for 

«BF Mahomet : nay , thou doſt not wait for 
A one that will frivolouſly delay the time 
iÞ of his coming. Thou doeſt not wait for one 
V4 that will deceive thee, Chriſt hath promj- 
OF| ſed.co come to thee, and he is fairhfull , and 
wy cannot deny himſelf, There are rwo things 
I in faithfulneſſe; firſt, that a man ſhould own 
c w hat 
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what he hath ſaid; and rhen ſecondly, chat 
he ſhould make it gaoed. Now both theſe 
will Chriſt do : Chriſt will not eat his 
words , as we ſay : what he hath promi- 
{ed he will .confeſſe, and will make good; 
whatſoever labour or loſſe he be at to do it. 
Chriſt is not mutable as we are , to promiſe 
one thing to day, and recall ic again to mor- 
row : he 3s immutable and changeth not, 
therefore we are not conſumed, 

'Thou dolt not wait for one that will fri- 
yvolouſly delay the time of his coming, 
Chriſt will not deal with thy eomfortleſle 
ſoul, as thoſe ſory geſts dealr with Chriſt, 


[make excuſes : one had bought a yoke of 
\{Oxen, and therefore could not come : ano- 


ther a Farm, &c. Chriſt will nor tell chee, 


las Lhrabamdid Dives in hell,berween thy 


ſonl and:him is a great gulf, ſo-that there 
£an be no ;entercourſe/berween them : Nor 
that from-heaven to carth, is too long a jour- 
ney for him:to make ; He will nor-rell thee, 
char the place where thy ſick comfortleſſe 
ſoul lies, is filchy , and alcogether unfic for 
him to-come to: He will notcel! thee that 
thy ſoul is ſo farre gone in grief and de- 
ſperate ſorrow , that it is in vain for 
U to come to thee. Chriſt puts _ 
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of theſe delayes upon any of his pati- 
e ents. 

| Nos the ground, why Chriſt ayes is;that 
- be may come at the fitteſt timiez and then he 
|. will come -with healing in his wings, if all 
. the devils in hell ſhould oppoſe him, which, 
emethinks ſhould be'a fatisfaRorie ground 
- of parience;to-any diſconſolate ſoul It a Phy- 
t Mlician' yer applie this and that furcher eya- 
cuation, rather then cordials', as knowing 
- ſhe body not yer fir for cordials,will not any. 
wiſe man ſubtmir-paricncly to his way ? fo it; 
Chriſt | forbear givit thy fick' ſoul cordt> 
als, as he that i", Ret thy ſoul nor fir; 
fEyet for ſuch luſcious things , wilt not thou. 
wich much- thankfalnetle acknowledge his 
Egrcat care over thy foul , and with all-paii- 
yEcpce wait his letfure ? I patiently undergo. 
ethe pain of drawing plaiſters, when-I know 
ry lore is noe fir for healing; thus ſhould ic 
- bein {piricuall diftrefſes; we ſhould patient- 
, Bly undergo grief and forrow, untill our ſouls 
e be fic for conſolation , and then we'ſhall be 
ture to have ir, 

tf Finally, beſure of this, O mourning ſoul! 
* {zhar Chriſt will come richly , when he dorh 
x | come3and therefore me thinks thon ſhouldeſt 
wairpatiently for him; What Merchant but 
"= would| 
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| would wait patiently, the recurn of his ſhip 
in the longeſt voyage. if he were ſire that it 
would richly return at laſt. Chriſt will 
come very richly furniſhed, with che com- 
forts of the holy Ghoſt, which are un(peak- 
able and glorious,to your fouls that mourn 
after him , and wait for him, What ch 
Apoltle once ipake of himſeli- in relicjon cw 
the Rones;thar may 1 cruly jay of Chriſt, 
in celation wo 21! chat mourn after him: 4d 
1 am ſure that when I come unto vou, | (hah 
come(faich he)in the fulneſſe of rhe bleſſing 
of the Goſpel of ( briſt,R om. 15. 29. Chriſt 
I am (ore, O mourning ſoul ! when he doth 
come unto thee,he will cone in the fulneſſe 
of che bleffing of the holy Ghoſt : chou ſhalt 
have joy in the holy Ghoſt unſpeakable 
and glorious. Thou by long waiting art 
made a more vaſt veſſcll, to hold the preci- 
ous Waters of con'olaction ; and Chriſt by 
long Rtaying, doth (as I may ſay ) the more 
furniſh himſelf with theſe waters of life, 
to refreſh, fill, and farisfie thy thirſtie ſoul, 
when he comes to thee. Chriſt will heal 
throughly chy broken heart, and bind up all 
thy wounds : he will anſwer all thy doubts, 
| and clear all thy ſcruples : he will quier thy 


quarrelling conſcience, and ftill thy com- 
FR plaining 
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; ſplaining (pirit : he will fill thy fad foul with 


: oy and gladneſſe, and thy dejeRted ſpirir 
{with ſongs of chankfgiving., 
| Ifcheie chings, O mourning ſoul ! will 
- not make thee wait patiently, till thy Com- 
.nfforrer come to thee, but thou wile murmure 
,efand repine, and fall upon indirect wayes to 
-allger conſolation; know, that by this praiſe, 
4 thou wilt make thy condition more miſe- 
dÞable then ar pre'enc it is, Thou wilt greive 
a ffhim that ſhould come as a Comforter to 
gfibee : and if thou by fin make Chriſt grieve; 
Glbow can Chriſt by his Spirit make chee re- 
hfjoyce? and if thou ſer him a mourning that 
Teſcan onely comfort thee; by whom wilt thou 
Irjbe comforted > Dofſt thou think to winne 
leſChriſt to thee, by a dogged diſpoſition ? 
reChriſt may pitty, and cure thy humours, bur 
: Jewill never be by conlolation, He will 
yopring thee to be lowly and meek ere thou 
-efſhalc find reſt to thy ſoul : he will make 
» thee willing to lie under his feet, glad of 
| Icrums of comfort, . and willing to wait for 
\[chem cill Chriſt hath dined, and every child 
1 || ſerved. k 
| If thy corrupt ſoul hanker after the plea- 
y ſure of fin again, becauſe Chiift as a Com- 
forter doth not come to thee, and thou .be 
| | reſolved 


mm. 


— 


$5.0 the devi!- for conſolation, is to inake' 
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refolved to pick and chooſe 'amongſt the fins 
thy foul knows, ro fintf our one that thy 
ſoul molt loves, to 'make a comforter to 
thee. as the Iſraelites in their dogged humour 
[Made them a captain to return ro Egypt 
pain; know this, that whar fin thou pirch- 

upon ro make'a comforter. that fin' will 
Chriſt make a devil to corcure rhee's Chriſt 
will make thee know by wotull experichice, 
thar the ſweeteſt hn is a bictrer and miſerable 
comforter: that the leatt finne, is roo great 
an 'evil truly to conifbre the ſoul: that ro 


rhafte for comfort, thei good' ſpeed: 
char neither fin, nor any thing 1n the world 
befide fin ſhall comfort thy ſoul; when” he 
himſelf will not. 

2. The laft inftrqAmn tharT have rocom- 
mend ro thee, O comfortlefle ſoul! that 
didſt never yet find Chriſt as a comforter 
cotnhe to thee, is this : Obſerve how Chriſt 
comes,and do not put him off, Chriſt comes 
to cotriforrleſſe fouls with comfort;'in a pro- 
mife 3 as I have at large ſhewed yott. The 
promiſe, Chriſt opens before the ſoul , that 
he may ſce'the bleſſing wrapt up init, which 
he needs: ,afid then often repears it ro'the 
ſoul, that he tnay relie upon it: inſtances to 
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F X . : , 
luſtrare this way of Chrift, I have given 
you, things muſt nor be here ag1in repeated. | 
That which here 1 would preile by way ot 
application, 1s, that you which are comtort- 
lefle ſouls, would oblervye this lecret way of 
[che comforter, and meet him. Artchou (CN j 
pred? and doſt thou now hear "7 wich nan 
2 ſweet (till yoice , as it were Chriſtians in their 
| : iS. 0 minor ey, a« nt 
behind thee,ſaying, My grace with $uml, they 
ſhall be ſufficient for theg ? do nor know the 
ks « voice of the Lord, 
Why this is the yoyce of thy (peak ng in a pro: 
Beloved that is come to thee, Me, ani therefore | 


© — — 


embrace what he faith, reſt __—— 
upon it, turn not thy Com- ©79%0n- | 
forter away now, by unbclief and peiviſh} # 
pettiſh humours. Haſt thou fallen into} 7 
finne by the ſtrength of temptation , and 
hine own corruption? and doſt rhou hear 
ſuch a ſweer voyce behind chee as this, The 
blond of Jeſus ( briſt cleanſeth ue from all 
\ſinne? 1. Joh. 1.7, Why this is the language 
'of thy beloved, he 1s come ro comfort thee, O 
mourning ſoul, do not chruft him away by | 
unkind language of unbclicf and paſſion, 
'Hear what he {aich, for it is ſweet : ftrive to | 
believe what he ſaith, for it is lure. As [ſa4c| 
fad unto Faced his ſonne, after he had had 


4|fome diſcourſe at a diſtance with him, { ome 
E pear 


A 
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near now and kiſſe me my ſonne, Gen,17.26, 
ſo ſhonld ſich comfortlefle ſouls ſay to 
Chriſt, when they heare Chriſt ſpeaking as 
it were ata diſtance, ſoftly and coldly to 
| them, the ſweet and melodious promiſes of 
his word; come near now, O my bcloyed, 
| and kifſe me with theſe kifles of thy lips,for 
thy love is better then wine: what thou ſay« 
eſt to my ſoul, ſay it with ſuch life, that my 
heart may no longer be faichlefſe, but be- 
lieve, and give glory to thee. I have now 
done ſpeaking to you, who neyer yet had 
the Comforter come to you. 

I come now in the laſt place to ſpeak a 
word or two particularly, to ſuch of Gods 
people, who can tell me that they have 
found Chriſt as a Comforter come to them, 
but now haye loſt him. Three things I have | 
to fay to theſe: Firſt, labour to be ſenſible 
of thy lofſe, Secondly , blame not Chriſt 
for departing from thee, Thirdly, uſe all 
holy means to get him to return to thee 
aoain, Firſt, I would have thee, O deſerted 
ſoul! co labour to be truly ſenſible of thy loſle, 
Though it be that ſome are deeply {enfible 
of this great lofle; yet others are as deeply 
ſtupid , which woves me to note this in- 
Rruftion. For a man to be ſtupid and ſenſe- | 
leſle 
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lefſe under corporall afflitions; argues a ye- 
ry ill temper of ſpirit; bur for a man to be 
ſtupid and ſenſelefſe under ſpiricuall afflicti. 
ons, uuder ſuch a ſpiricuall affliction as this, 
the loſſe of the Sunne , the lofle of Chriſt as 
a Comforter, argues a Yery ill cemper of ſpims 
rit indeed. Strive therefore, O delerted (tu- 
pid ſoul / to affect thine heart through» 
ly with thy loſſe. Thou haſt loſt more then 


health, honours, and friends : nay thou haft 


nay, thou haſt loft more then if thou hadſt 
loft thy life, which is of more worth then 


richer rhen this world, and ſweeter then thy | 
life, What an infinite loſſe were it to this 
world to looſe the funne? *twere at once to 
looſe all; Peremnte ſole, pereunt omnia; for 
all things ſerviceable for the uſe of man de- 
pend upon the motion and influence of that 
glorious body, What a lofle then is it to 
[the leſſer world, to looſe Chrift the Sunne 


Job, when he had loſt children, ſubſtance, |. 


loſt more then if thou badlt loft this world; 


the world; thou haſt loſt Chriſt, which is} 


of Righteoulneſle ? *Tis to loole all good at | 
once, for ſoul and body. All Graces clgle | 
and wither when Chriſt departs, as all fra- | 
grant flowers when the funne withdraws | 
his influence. And when theſe flowers wi- | 


$ 
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6 
ther in the ſoul, a man is a moving dung- 
hill, that ſtinks im the noſtrils of God. and 
man, where eyer he comes, A mar that 
bath loſt Chriſt may rruly ſay as ſhe when 
the Ark was loſt, that hs glory is departed, 
As the Sunne is the glory of the greater 
 }World, ſo-Chirift the Sunne of Righteouſ- 
-- j-nefſe, 15 the” glory: 6f tlic leſſer World, to 
- | wit. man, 
| | Thou haſt loſt chat in the world , that is 
| more wotth ciien the world, and which all 
* |the world can "never help:ithee ro; Thou 
haſt Joſt - that: which would have |made 
| the' worſt condition 1n this” life, a hea- 
yen ; Whereas-the beft withour it, is bur a 
hell, Thou haſt loſt chat which would 
have been to thy ſoul: a 'centinuall "feaſt; 
whereas now thy ſoul is In a' continnali fa- 
| mine and leannefſe. Thou haſt loſt thy ipi- 
; rits, and thy ſoul is in a dead: palſie, ſothar 
thou art a living dead man, fit for no fpiri- 
| tual ſervice, Tho1 baſt loſt thy head , thou 
+ | haſt loſt thy eyes,thou haſt loſt ty hands 
' thou haſt loſt thy clorhing;nay,thou haſt loſt 
 thy- beſt father. thy beft husband, thy beſt 
friend; all this and much more comtort is 
Chfiſt ro nian. Thou haſt great reaſon then, 
O deſerted ſoul, to lay to hear: thy lofle, 
| Lay 
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Lay to heart thy loſle, this is comely, but 
do not blame Chritt for departing from 
thee, this is uncomely,and unrighteots, Un- 
| comely, for ir doth not ſuic with wiſdomes 
children, to lay folly ro their Maker, Un- 
righteons, for thou conſtraint him to d 
|part from thee, otherwiſe he had never left 
'rhee 2 thou didſt finne agzin and ag 
| wexknefle, and yer Chriſt as a Comforter 
did not depart from thee,untill thou deganſt 
ro takepleaſnre im unrighteonſreſſe, and to 
make'finne a cuſtome,. r:oht exe a very ſer- 
viceable thing unto thee , Chriſt did not 
leaye thee, Thou beganſt to wax wanton 
{ againſt Chriſt , and then Chriſt caſt thee 
off. Thou beganſt to play the Apoſtate, 
and .to backſlide in heart from Chriſt, 


and fo didſt fall off from Chriſt; and 


| 


with thine own wajes, Now theſe r\ihgs 
ſeriouſly conſidered , haft thou any cauſe 
to blame CunrnsrT for departing from 
thee? It is a comely and a very righteous 
thing for Wiſdomes children to juſtifie 
wiſdome in all his wayes, as'to others, ſo ro 
our ſelves. Wherefore thus do, O deferred 
(out; ſay, Righteous art thon, O Chriſt, in 
departing from me, and righteous maiſt 

E. 2 thou 
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then he he fell off from thee, 41 filled thee 
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thou be, if thou never return to me, ſo un- 
kindly have I dealt with thee. 

Then ſet thy ſelf ſeriouſly to the uſe of 
all holy means, whereby thou maiſt ger thy 
Comforter to return to thee. Examine thy 

| chroughly thou muſt, to find out what 
| evil deprived thee of ſo great a good; and in 
ſerious ſoul-ſearching, God will ſpeak to 
thy conſcience, and conſcience will ſpeak 
plainiy to thee, and tell thee wherein thou 
dialt eve diſtaſte to thy Comforter, and 
what was the cauſe he forſook thy ſoul. 

And when thou haſt found out that evil, 
Which conſcience tels thee, deprived thee of 
ſo great a good, thou muſt fall yery foul 
with it, how ſweet foever it hath been unto 
thee. Thy great work muſt be, to bring thy 
heart to a holy revenge upon this ſinne : to 
\abhorre it, and thy ſelf becaule of it: and to 
become very vile,as Job faith, and yery low 
in thine own eyes. Bring thy heart to ad- 
mire rhe infinite patience and mercie of 
God,that things are no worſe with thy ſoul. 
That God had not cut thee off,in the acting 
of that fin for which he dcſerted thee: that 
he hath left any place for repentance, and 
giyen the leaſt defire to fer about this work. 


And when thou art come thus far; poſhbly 
the | 
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the light of Gods countenance mzy begin 

now and then, to glance into thy ſoul, as at 
ſome little cranny : or at leaſt ſome more 
then ordinary lightſomeneſle. may appear in 
thy dark dull foul, as there doth in the dark 
| morning, ſome ſpace of time before the ſunnes 
| appears , that had left chis Horizon, Now 
| this beam of light,or this lictle lightſomneſle 
| of loul , thou muſt much admire and ac» 

knowledge an unfathomed depth of love in 
it ; that God ſhould ſo much as once ſtoop, 


to caſt an eye after thee more, to give thy 


gons of love. 


light, you are to ſtrengchen your faith,in the 
belief of this; that light will more and more 
appear, as the light of the morning unto the 
perfect day: and fo conſequently to follow 
God with ſo much the more fervencie of 
prayer,for the return of his woxted kindzeſſe. 
Joſeph,you know carried himſelf very rough- 
ly to his brethren which had abuſed him;for 
tome ſpace of time; and put them in great 
fear of the loſle of their lives;to!d them they 
| were Spies, and many harſh words he gave 
; them, and harſh looks : bur ar laſt when his 


| brechren had brought{Bexjamiz to him,and 


| E 4 diſcourſed|, 


ſoul the Jeaft refreſhing, that did abuſe fAla- 


By this glimpſe of light, or glimmering | 


— 
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courſed a while, Joſephs bowels began to 
work, and he could no Jonger with- hold his 
brotherly love; ( ome near to me. 1 pray you. 
1 am Joſeph your brother, &c, Thus Chriſt 
our elder Brother decals with us,who do un- 


[kindly and unbrotherly uſe tim : he will. 
{handle vs very rcrghly,and pur us in fear of 
the Icfſe of our beſt lives: he will make our | 


conſciences ſpeak bitter things againſt vs; 
and Jet looſe the devil to tell us that we ae 
Spies hyrocrites and falle friends ro Chriſt: 
in this diſtracted, affrighted, perplexed Rate, 
he may hold us many dyes, many weeks, 
many moneths ; but he cannot hold in his 
brotherly love alwayes, if we patiently bear 
his frowns , and kind!y intreat him, and 
bring Bex'amis to him, his own bloud and 
merits; this will make his bowels work:and 
make him unmask himſelf and ſay, Come 
near to me. O n.ournivg ſouls, tofſed and 
not comforted ; I am Chriſt your elder Bro- 
ther , whom ye unkindly uſed: in a little 
wrath IT hid my face from you, but now with 
everlafting kindnefle will I embrace you. 


Trinuni Deo gloria. 
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2. T1M., 4. verſe 22. 


T he Lord Jeſus ( briſt be with thy ſpirit, 


His Text is Pawls (weet affetio- 
nate farewell to Timothie. Ma- 
ny grave and gracious inſtrufti- 

Ss ons Pax! had yiven Timothie; 
but 'ris not much what man ſaith to the eare; 
as what Chrift faith to the heart that works 
eeQually, ro ſet man about his dutiez and 
therefore doth Pax/ in the concluſion of all 
his Chriſtian counſell ro 7 7m0thy pathetical- 
ly pray, That the Lord Jeſus ( brit would 
be with his Spirit, 

The beft ceaching of manzis but as water 
{pile on the ground unleſſe Chrift inwardly 
reach the ſpirit. If T1 am tavght my duty by a 
BE $ P ax, 
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Panl,one in gifts nor inferiour to the chiefeſt | 
Apoſtles , yer unleſſe Chriſt be with my ſpi./ 
rit, to make things take root there, all will | 
die and wither; like good ſeed caft into bad | 
ground. And therefore Paul ſaw it but need- 
full , as to reach the eare , fo to intreat the 
Lot1d to teach and ſtrengthen the ſpicir: The! 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt be with thy ſpirit. 
There is a great diſtance (you know) be- 
eween the care and the heart : it is an eahe 
thing for man ta bring home things unto 
the ene, but no lefſe then the almighty poWe 
er of Chriſt will bring home things unto the 
other, There is an incomparable hardneſſe 
upon the heart of man naturally: it is harder 
then an Adamant:now though a child with 
bis little finger , may make a dint upon 
dough , yera Giant with all his ſtrength 
cannot make dints upon an eAdamant , 
much lefle can all created trength, make di- 
vine impreſſions upon the ſpirit of man; and 


, 
, 


therefore it is , that Pax! doth implore an 

Almighrtie ſtrength to do thus , The Lord 

| Jeſus Chriſt be with thy ſpirit, 

Why doth not Pax/ here,wiſh riches and 
honours and pleaſures unto T imothie? Ts the 
bare preſence of Chriſt with a mans ſpirit 

| ſuch a bleſſing? Tothis I anſwer,riches and 

| honours, 
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things thougch o 


Lord Jeſus Chriſt is with wy ſpirit, ro'guide 
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| honours, &c, They are bone but not optima: 
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good things, bur not the belt chings. Earthly 

oh good in themſelves, yer arc 
no turther torth good to me , then as the 
it to ule them; and theretore Pax! as one tru- 
ly wiſe, prayed for the prime good for 7 imo=. 
thie; for that good which makes all other 


things work together for 200d, to Wit, T hat 


to have the Lord Jeſus ( hriſt with our ſþi- 
rits,4s aprime & principal bleſſing. Paul here 


wiſheth it to T 4wothy,as a cardinall blefling, 


The Lord Jeſus Chrift be with thy Fpirit, 
E xncleatio propoſitions, 

To have Chriſt with our ſpirits,c7c How 
can Chriſt be preſent with man upon earth, 
who is now aſcended, and fitreth ar the right 
hand of his Father in heaven ? 

The Apoſtle doth hint an anſwer to this 
queſtion , in the form of his prayer, if you | 
obſerve it. The Lord Jeſus Chriſt ſaith hes | 
be with thy ſpirit, He ſpeaks of ſuch a pre- 
ſence , as will fitly yield communion and 
fellowſhip to the ſpirit of man, There 1s a 
double preſence of Chriſt with man, corpo--| 
rall and ſpirituall joyncly;or mercly {piritu* þ 
all; With juſt men made perfeX in glorie, 
Chriſt is corporally preſent; they behold his 


ee 
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Panl,one in gifts nor inferiour to the chiefeſt | 


Apoſtles , yer unlefſe Chriſt be with my ſpi- 


' 
| 


rit, to make things take root there, all will | 
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die and wither; like good ſeed caft into bad | 
_—_ . And therefore Paul ſaw it but need- | 
| 


[ 


1], as to teach the eare, fo to intreat the 
Lord to teach and ſtrengthen the ſpicit: The 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt be with thy ſpirit. 

There is a great diſtance (you know ) be- 
tween the care and the heart : it is an eaſe 
thing for man ta bring home things unto 


the ene, but no lefſe then the almighty poWe 


er of Chriſt will bring home things unto the 


. 
other, Thete is an incomparable hardneſſe 


| upon the heart of man naturally: it is harder 
then an Adamant:now though a child with 
his little finger, may make a dint upon 
dough , yeta Giant with all his ftrength 
cannot make dints upon an eAdamant , 


much lefle can all created Rrength, make di- 
vine impreſſions upon the ſpirit of man; and 
therefore it is , that Pax! doth implore an 
Almighrie ſtrength to do thus , The Lord 
| Jeſs Chriſt be with thy ſpirit, 
; Why doth not Pa#/ here,wiſh riches and 
henours and pleaſures unto T imothie? Ts the 
bare preſence of Chriſt with a mans ſpirit 
ſuch a bleſſing? To this I anſwer,riches and 
honours, 
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| good things, bur no the belt chings. Earthly 
things though good in themſelves, yer arc 
, no turther torth good to me , then as the 


, Lord Jeſus Chriſt is with my ſpirit, to'guide 
it to ule them; and theretore Paxl as one tru- 
ly wiſe, prayed for the prime good for 7 imo>. 
thie; for that good which makes all other |% 


things work together for 200d, to Wit, 


to have the Lord Jeſus ( hriſt with onr ſpþi- 
rits,1s aprime & principal bleſſing, Paul here 


wiſheth it to T*+mothy,as a cardinall blefling, 


The Lord Jeſus Chriit be with thy Spirit, 
E nucleatio propoſitions. 

To have Chrift with our ſpirits,c,How 
can Chriſt be preſent with man upon earth, 
who is now aſcended, and fitterh art the right 
hand of his Father in heaven ? 

The Apoſtle doth hint an anſwer to this 
queſtion , in the form of his prayer , if you | 
obſerve it, The Lord Jeſus Chriſt faith he, 
be with thy ſpirit, He ſpeaks of {uch a pre- 
ſence , as will fitly yield communion and 
fellowſhip to the ſpirit of man, There 1s a 
double preſence of Chriſt with man, corpo-- 
rall and ſpiricuall joyncly;or mercly {pirſtu* | 
all; With juſt men made perfect in glorie, 
Chriſt is corporally preſent; they bchold his: 
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wounded boy made a glotious bodie , as a | 
| continuall aflurance ot the Reſurre&ion of 
t their own vile bodics, unto the faine fimili- 
rude, And with them Chrilt is preſent, ſpi- 
ritually filing cher warh thoſe joyes , the | 
taſte of which upon earth is called wxſpeak- | 
|#ble and full of glorie, Of this communion | 
| [ſpeaks Chriſt himſelf, / in them and thou in| 
we , that they may be made perfett in one, 
{ Joh.17.23. As the ſoul is rotarm toro, tots 
27 qual:bet parte: according tothe whole. in 
| that whole which is lefſe noble then it felt; 
{according to the whole, that is, according to 
that full force and energie which the foul 
| thath, it aRtuates and organizerh every mem- 
| [der of the body,the leaſt as well as the great- 
elt; ſo Chriſt ia the myſticall body of faints 
lolorified,is as I may ſay, To'tus intoto, & 
\rotns in g#alibet parte. Whole Chriſt dorh 
wholly exerciſe dominion in' every glorified 
foul: hence t: is, that all (ich fouls are whol- 
;1y holy; and wholly happy, that is perfectly 
holy , and perfectly happy: for as much as 
' Chriſt, who is in the fulneſle of his Fathers 
| ] glories folly prefent with them. ; 
| Secondly ,. there is a preſence of Chriſt 
"Twit man, merely ſpirituall; that is, ſuch a 
F _ om as whereby not the perſon, but the 
s. 1 | Provis | 
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providence of Chrift may be ſeen, ſuch a 
preſence as ſupertora have with inferiora, 
not a contignall, bur a virtual! preſence; a 
preſence of influence and governance, as the 
ſunne hath with us by his rayes and beams. 
And this preſence is either { ommon & 
Special, | 

The common preſence of Chriſt wirh| 
man , is that whereby man is upheld and 
guided according to the being of a rationall | 
.creart:re, Of this preſence of Chrift with 
man , ſpeaks the Apoltle , rhar. they howld 
ſeek theLord if hapyily they might feel after 
him and find hin: though he be not far from 
every one of us,for in hin we live, move, and 
have onr being, Atts 197.27 :28, Chriſt as an 
upholder of each creature, is not farre from | * 
every one of us , that is . he is (ill preſent 
with us thus, and with all Nations of wen, | 
which he hath made of one blond to awell wp- 
on the face of the earth. This prelence of 
Chriſt wich man therefore cannot properly 
be called a Prime and principall bleſſing, 2 
choice and favour , becauſe it is common to 
mankind in generall ; yea common to all, 
creatures below man:for God is with all the 
works of his hands , to uptold eyery crea- 
ture according to its proper ſpecies, 
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Secondly , there is a ſpeciall preſence of 
Chriſt with man which is that efficacious 
working of the Spirit of Chrilt , in the ſpi- 
rit of man , whereby it is made one {ſpirit 
with the Spirit of Chritt, in willing and nil- 
ling, according to that of the Apoſtle, He 

that is joyned to the Lord ts one ſpirit, | 

Thete is a ſpeciall preſence of Chriſt, 
with the bodies of men , for the good of 
them; which the Pſ+/miſt intimares where 
he faith, T het he knows our frame, & remem- 
bers that we are but duſt: and that the An- 
gels of the Lord pitch their tents avout the, 
righteous. And Jacob found the truth of this} 
by experience , when he fled before Eſas,! 
and ſlept ſo ſweetly upon a ſtone. Bur this 
tender and ſpecial! preſence and providence 
' of Chriſt , reſpecting the outward man, 1s 
| Comprehended under the other , which 
| reſpects the inward man, as quid minus 
' ſub majori , a leſle bleſſing under a greater, 

For it God be in a ſpeciall manner preſent 
| with my ſpirit, to guide and order that unto 
all holy wayes , my ſpirit will command 
| my bodie to walk in them too: and fo con- 
 ſequently Chrift cannot chooſe bur be ten- 
| derly preſent wich me alſo, for the good 
| of that, whileft every member chercof 1s 
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actuated by a ſpirit of his own erdering, to 
his own honour, as weapons of Fighteouſnes. 
And therefaze doth Pax! ( pithily to ſpeak 
much in few) filently paſſe oyer that which 


is neceſſarily preſuppoſed ; praying that 
| Chriſt would be with Timethzies ſpirit, and 
\ then he was ſure Chriſt would be after a' 
| ſpeciall manner preſent with his bodie too, 
for the good of that. The Lord Jeſu ( brift 
be with thy ſpirit, That is, the Lord Jeſws 
( brift exerciſe a ſpecial dominion in thy 
ſpirit, for the guiding and ordering of it uw 
to the avoiding of evil, and to the perform- 
ing of all goed , whereby Chriſt may have 
al the glories due to his name, 

Now that thus to have Chriſt preſent 
with a mans ſpirit, 1s a prime and prineipall 
| bleſſing, 1 will plainly demonſtrate to you 
| by a triple argument ab effettu, 
| Thus to have Chrift preſent with our 
| ſpirits, is the ready way to all temporall, 
ſpirituall, and eternall good ; and therefore 

muſt needs be a prime and- principall blef- 
| ſing. 
| Thus to have Chriſt preſent with a mans 
ſpirit, is the ready way unto all cemporall 
good. Men whoſe ſpirits Chriſt doth after 


a ſpeciall manner order, to ayoid finne, and 
to 
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ro keep the ſelves pure, as Parl here uſeth 
| the expre to 7imethie, all temporall 


| good things , (o farre forth as may be good 


for them , belong unto them by promile : 


For godlineſſe hath the promiſe of this life, 
It ſhall come to paſſe ( faith the Lord) If 
[964 wath inmy wayer, that I will bleſſe you 

in the fruit of the wombe . in the fruit bf 
the field, ia thebutket and ſtore, &c, If you 
walk in my waves 1 will do this, &c. Why, 
| they with whoſe ſpirics Chriſt is after a ſpe- 
eau manner preſent, this is their Highway 
| (as Solomon fairh) ts depart from evil: that 
is; this js:thieir dayly endeavour, to walk in 
all the wayes of the Lord, and fo conſe- 
quently all remporal! good of right belongs 
unto them. 

But you will fy, How: is it then, that 
thoſe wich whoſe ſpirits 'Chrift is moſt pre- 
ſent to make moſt tendet for his honour, | 
have wſually leaſt of all temporall good ; 
things.'' 

To this'the anſwer is eafie and manifold. 
Men wich whole ſpirits Chrift is moſt pre- 
| ſent, to make -them molt tender to avoid 
Fnne, and to keep themſelves pure,” theſe 
the devil doth moſt of all maligne,- and vets 
his limbs to /þosl thems of their goods;-a5 the 
| Authour' 
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Authour tro the Hebrews ſaithy to keep 
them from that which Chriſt wonld have 
them advanced ro; or cle to (rip them of 
that which Chrit hath conferred on them, ; 
by impriſonment, baniſhmenr, and the like; 
and ſo make ſuch live in dens and holes, and 
caves of the carth ; to wander in Deſerts 
and Wildernefſes , wearing ſheep-skinnes, 
and goat-skinnes, whom the world is not 
worthy of. Where a ſpirit of malice and con- 
fuſion rales, 'tis no mary-ll to ſee ſervants 
ſer on horſe-back, and Princes go on foot, | 

Secondly,men with whoſe ſpirit Chriſt is 
after a ſpeciall manner preſent, he takes ſpe- 
ciall notice to what evil the fpirirc is moſt 
enclined, and ſo anſwerably gives of theſe 
outward things unto them, A wiſe Father 
hath his eye upon the diſpoſition of his 
child, and to what exorbitancie he finds 
him enclined, he labours to prevent all oc- 
cafions to it, and ſo keeps his child ſhort of 
what he could otherwiſe liberally allow 
him. And thus *cis with our heavenly Fa- 
ther, reſpeCting his children; he eyes ſtrictly 
their ſpirics, and if he ſee them inclined t6 
pride, coverouſneſſe, or any other ſcanda- 
lou vice , he ſhortens them in that which 
m&y foment theſe. Atrhis (Ithink Y James | 

- may 
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may point, where he faith, Let the rich ve. |, 
Joyce in that he is made low, Jam.1.10. God |, 
out of tender love to his children, oft times |, 
makes them poore in purſe, that they may 


become poore in ſpirit, and ſo capable of the, 
kingdome of heaven, Which rightly weighs Þ} 
ed, 1s not matter of ſorrow, but matter of; 
joy, as James laith, | 
Thirdly, thoſe with whoſe ſpirits ChriſtY, 

is after a ſpeciall manner preſent, to guide 
them to walk in his wayes , and to keep 
C 


themſelves pure; Chrift doth prove them by 
povertie, as by other things : and hence it 
may come to paſſe ; that Chriſtians very 
holy , may yet notwithſtanding be very de- 
ſtitute of the things of this life. Thus you 
know the Lord dealt with ob, Chriſt wasf, 
after a ſpeciall manner preſeat with his Spi-f| | 
rit, to guide him to walk uprightly above; 
many in his time, Now to make known} 
this to the world, to his own gelcry, andf, 
Jobs eternall honour,he ſtripr Jeb of all,andſ]| 
ſet him upon a dunghill,who before fat with ; 
the chieteft in ſeats of honour, God will; 
haye the world know , that thoſe withf} 
whole ſpirits he is after a ſpecia!l mananerf 
! 
t 


preſent, to guide and order them, are not as 


| thoſe with whole fpirits the devil is in af 
| ſpeciall 
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ſpeciall manner preſent, to guide and order; 
to Wit , ſuch as will wind and turn every 
way when put to it. 

LafRtly, thoſe with whoſe ſpirits Chriſt is 
afrer a ſpeciall manner preſent, they defire 
bur litcle of che things of this life; and there- 
fore 'tis no maryell, ro ſee Chriſtians very 
holy, yet not very wealthy. Chriſtians with 
whoſe ſpirit Chriſt is after a ſpeciall manner 
preſent, they only deſire daily bread; Agurs 
portion, food conyenient; and this the Lord 
oives them, and with this they are content- 
ed,which is the only wealthy eſtate.Chriſti- 
ans, with whoſe ſpirits Chriſt is after a ſpe- 
ciall manner preſent, they bunger and thirſt 
after righteouſneſſe, not after riches in the 
world : they cover the beſt gifts, the un- 
ſearchable riches of Chriſt, and not the fa- 
ding riches of this life. Now Chrift applies 


i 


m_—o 


| 


himſelf ro be moſt liberall in the diſtriburi. 
on of that , which the ſpirits of men moſt 
bend afcer ; in mercy, or in juſtice, Chriſti- 
ans whoſe ſpirits moſt ſtrongly bend after 
grace ; to theſe Chrift in mercie doth moft 
bountifully apply himſel6; ro give grace; ace 
cording to that of Chrift, Bleſſed are they 


that buxger and thirſt after righteonſnes,fer 
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moſt 
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moſt ſtrongly bend after worldly riches, tofſ" 
the'e oft times Chrift in juſtice molt 'hbe:YP 
rally applies himſef ro give thoſe, accordingſ* 
to that of the P\almift \, Whoſe belly thoufſ 
| flleſt with thy hid treaſure: according like 
wiſe to that of Solomon, There ts a ſore evil 
which I have ſeen under the Sun,namely,ri- 
ches kept for the owners thereof to their 
bert, Plal.17.1r. Eccleſ. 5.1 3. The objetti. 
on being thus anſwered. the argument is ſill 
of force: That to have Chriſt with our (pj- 
| ries, 1s the way to all remporall good. and fo 
| conſequently ,« prime and prencipall bleſſing, 
| Bar thatT may yet more fully ſpeak in 
this argument, note that temporall good, is 
{ eicher poſitive, or privative; ( if I may for 
illuſtrations ſake ſo diſtinguiſh.) Temporal 
good in a poſitive ſenſe, is that ſecular thing 
which 1s in it ſelf good; as bread, and cloa- 
thing, and the like, of which we have al- 
| ready ſpoken. 

| Temporall goed privatiyely fo called, is 
| affliction ordered to a mans good, which in 
|it ſelf is nor-ſo, Now all choſe with whoſe 
| fpirits Chriſt1s preſent, are partakers of rhis 
rexnporall good, All ourward croſtfs rend 
'20 their inward g2in, becauſe Chrift is with 
jtheir fpirics, For all' qucward troubles ate 
| | heaviet 
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heavier or lighter, more hurtfull or more 
profitable (till ro a man, as Chriſt is pleaſed 
to order his Spirit under them. A little out- 
ward trouble, it Chriſt ler it (cize upon a 

mans ſpirit, be quickly {ſinks and dies ut:der 
his burden, according.to that of the Apoſtle, 
#orldly ſorrow canſeth death. The loſſe 
of a wife or huyband ; nay 'the lofſe of a 
<h1ld or friend ; nay, the loſſe of che leaf 
ourward-content, if Chriſt tind aloof from 
2 mans fpirit, and Jer ir taſten upon him, he 
will ſoon languiſh, and. bleed inwardly to 
leath; whereas all ourward afli;ctions,meet- 
ng rogerher upon the outward man , if 
heiſt- be with the ſpirit. ro ſupport and 
dear up that, a {'hriſtian ſweet {ly ſubmits, 
ind keeps on his'way , according to that of 
he Apoltle, Rejoycing i» hope, patient jn 
tribulation, continuing mſtant in prayer, 
Rom.1 2.1 2. Now Chriit tenderly watcheth 
when outward troubles begin to rake haldof 
that ſpitir with whom he is ſpecially preſent, 
nd chen he quickly relieves and ealſcth it; 
and not onely ſo, bur fanttines ir to. the 
drawing of ſuch a ſpirit nearer to God in 
love, according to that of David, Plal.116; 


1.2.1 love the Lord, becauſe he hath heard 
$7 voice aud my ſupplications, becatſe be 


hath 


| 


Ce ———— 
4 


| 94 : Ce hriſts ( ommunion with 


] 


| 


— 


hath inclined his eare unto me,therefore will | 
I call upon him as long as [ live, Adde this þ 
co the former; that to have Chriſt with our c 
ſpirits is the ready way to all temporal good, 
whether poſitive or privative; and you muſt a 
needs grant it to bea principall bleſſing. l 
Secondly, thoſe with whoſe ſpirit f; 
Chriſt is ſpecially preſent, are in the readyſſ 
way to all ſpirituall good : and thereforeſ} h 
thus to haye Chriſt preſent with our ſpirits, I] 4 
muſt needs be counted a principall bleſſing, te 
Chriſt is the authour & worker of all grace; ſp 
and therefore ſuch ſpirits muſt needs be very u 
gracious with whom Chriſt is. T he placerÞhi 
are holy whereunto the Ark of- the Lordſiſp 
hath come, faith Solomon, 2, Chron. 8.11, fit, 
T may truly fay it of Chriſt, which the Arkſto 
typified. The ſpirits are holy with whomBw 
Chriſt is, and where holy Chriſt cometh. 
They are at the wel]-head for holineſſe, whoDar 
have holy Chriſt with their ſpirits, 
They that have Chriſt with their ſpirits, 


are in the ready way to the very heighth of 7/ 
heavenly wiſdome, as Chrift is. With himBC} 
are all the treaſures of wiſdome. He thatÞthj 


lies in thy boſome, teaching thee wiſdome ls] 
ſecrerly , came out of the very boſome- of lhe 


the Almighty, and knows all things ; andJye; 
he 
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he gives ſuch an unCtion to that ſpirit which | 
he reaches, that he makes it know and dif- | * 
cern all things too. 

They that have Chriſt with their ſpirits, 
are in the ready way to the very height of 
love, which is the glory of all graces, in the 
hght of God and man ; for there is no ſuch 
worker and winner of love as Chriſt is, If 
he do but put in his finger by the hole of the 
doore, he will make a mans bowels melt af- 
ter him. If he do but reveal his loyeto our 
ſpirits alictle; our fpirits grow ſick of loye 
unto him, He will wound us with one of 
his eyes, ſo full of beauty is he. Let a mans |* 
ſpirit be never ſo cold, yer if Chriſt be:with 
it, he is in the ready way to burn with love 
to Chriſt as ſtrong as death, which many 
waters cannot quench. 

They that have Chrift with their ſpirits, 
are in the ready way to the very heighth of 
joy and conlolation : they are in the ready | 
way to joy unſpeakable ana full of glary. 
Theſe things have 1 ſpoken unto yon,&c.(aid | 
Chriſt to his Diſciples . Chriſt ſpeaks ſuch | 
things to the ſpirits of thoſe wich whom he 
is preſent, as fills their ſpirits with joy to. 
the very brim; and this oft times in the 
yery depth of all 'outwarc extremity, The. 

Church | 


, 


5 


— 
—_ 


[96 . ( hriſts Communien with 


— — CS - 


Church doth darkly hint this; The Comfor.|ſ 
pom which ſhould relieve my ſon! u far from|| 
we, Lam. r. 16. As if che Church had faid, 
Though my outward miſerie be exceeding| ; 
great, yet if the Comforter did bur keep! 
cloſe to my (pirit. I ſhould have as mveh con-fl 
ſolation as my heart could hold,in the midſt: 
of all my miſery : bur this is my miſery, 
that the Comforter which ſhould relieve my} 
ſoul is far from me:our of the hearing of my 
hghs and grones; nay, our of the hearing of 
ſtrong cryes; he is angry againſt my prayers, 
In a word, a Chriſtian which hath Chriſt 
with his ſpirit, is in the ready way ro excel r 
in virtue. 3s David ayes: to excell in all} ! 
virtue, to be wiſer then his ceachers; more} li 
excellcnr in all grace then his ne'g'bours,  t! 
And therefore to have Chriſt preſence with C 
our ſpirits, mvſt needs be counted and called {c 
A preme and principall bleſſing. Nc! 


| 


Laſtly, to have Cliriſt with our ſpirits, is C 
the ready way unto erernall go0d ; and |\v 
therefore a principall blefſing. As a ſtoneF!p 
carries with; it whatſoever light thing is al 
faltened to ir, unto its own center: ſo Chriſt |Þ ol 


| 
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0 ſpeciall friend at Court, we count that we 
are in 2 ready way to {ce all the pomp of the 
Prince. Chriſt hath the keyes of Heayen 
and Hell; he opens and no man ſhuts ; 
ſhuts, and no man can open: all with whoſe 
pirirs he hath dwelt, and been kindly uſed 
upon earth, he knows ; and when they 
[ſhall knock at thoſe everlaſting gates, he 
will open and let them in to eyery room 
in bis royall dwelling, and ſhew them all 
the glory which he had with his Father be. 
fore the world was, *Tis between Chriſt 
and that ſpirit with whom he lyes, as be- 
eween Naow? and - Rath; where the one 
lives the other will, Whilſt ſuch (piricy 
live in the body, Chriſt will live with them 
there ; when they remove out of the body, 
Chriſt will not leave them ( death cannot 
ſeparate)Yburt commands his Angels to bring 
[them to eternall manſons with himſelf. 
Chriſt which is lifred up co glorie himſelf, 
will draw up all ſuch unto him, as in whoſe 
ſpirits he dwels, and no ſtrength ſhall be 
\able to withſtand him;none ſhall pluck ſuch 
'out of his hand. Znio cum Chriſto, eft nnio 
inſeparabilis. 
| If ro have Chriſt with our ſpirits, be a 
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rits, muſt needs be a grand evill, A ſpirit 
without Chriſt is naked, as a body without, 
cloaths. Many things may make cloathing' 
and defence for the body, but onely Chrilt 

that beFF garment, as the Father of the Pro-; 
dipall calls him,can makecloathing and mu-; 
nition for the ſoul, A mans ſpirit without: 
Chrift, is as a naked body amongſt thorns, 

every thorn pierceth, and every bryar, 
ſcratcheth, and fetcheth bloud from ſuch a; 
body ; ſo worldly cares and worldly fears, 
when ſtrong, will pierce luch a naked ſpirit; 
thorow and thorow, and make him runne, 
mad, if God ( unlought ) do not ſeaſonably! 
ſtep in and bridle the Bedlam. A mans ſpi- 
rit without Chriſt, is as: a naked body a-' 
monelt Serpents ; every Serpent ſtings and 
venoms ſuch a naked body to death; foeve-; 
ric ſeed of the Serpent ſtings, and poyſons to! 
'death ſuch naked ſouls, by their threat- 
nings, flatteries, examples, and the like. A 
mans ſpirit without Chriſt,is as a naked bo- 
dy in great blaſts of lightning ; ſuch bodies! 
are ſuddenly ſcorcht and coniumed ; fo ſuch 
naked fouls are ſuddenly blaſted, by the fie- 1 
rie darts of the Devil, and ſo ſuddenly oft- 
rimes go from burning to burning ; from 
burning in finne, to burning in Hell. | 
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| 
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A mans ſpirit without Chrift is not onely 
\ naked, bur blind too, A naked man having 
his Gght, may make ſome ſhift ; but a man 
[naked and blind too, is in a miſerable help- 
lefſe Rate indeed : and juſt ſuch is the ſtate 
and condition of every mans ſpiric that hath 
[not Chriſt with ir : for as the ſunne in the 
Heavens is the eye and light of the greater 


world: forthe Sun of riohteouſneſſe Chrift, is 


the eye and light of the leſſer world, man. 
{Now do but imagine what a dark dolorous 
condition we ſhould all be in, if the Sunne 
were darkned , or had utterly forſaken our 
Horizon; or do bur think of that darkneſſe 
which was upon the Egyptians for a little 
time , when no man could ſtirre out of his 
place ; and fuch and much worſe is the 
dark dolorous condition of a ſpirit without 
Chriſt, not able co ſee the leaſt beam of ſa- 
'ving light, not able to ſtirre a ſtep out ofhis 
place, into the way that leads to life, 

A mans ſpirit without Chriſt is not 
onely blind , but dumb roo. A man that 
is blind , yer if he can ſpeak , can begge! 
for that which he cannot ſee to work; 
for. But when a man' is blind , and 
dumb too ; that he can neither help him- 
fel, nor begoe of others , he is in a dolex 
F 2 full 
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full condition indeed ; and juſt ſuch is the] 
condition of eyery mans ſpirit that hath not iſ 
Chrift with it, For as Chriſt is eyes to the 
| ſoul, ſo he is a mouth' and congue enabling 
to crie Abba, Father, Unleſle the ſpirit of| 
Chriſt be with our ſpirits, helping our infir- 
mities, who are godly; we are dumb, and} 
| not able to ſpeak ro onr own Father as a-| 
| dopted children for daily bread; much more! 
' unable to beg tor life, to the dreadfull Judge 
' of all the world , mult all ungodly perfons 
, needs be, whoſe ſpirits are altogether with- 
| our Chriſt as an helper. I would have all 
men that live in their fins think ſeriouſly of 
this; When Chrift as the dreadtull Judge 
of all the world at the great day ſhall ask 
you what you have to tay for your ſelves, 
; that you ſhovld not eternally die for your 
 finnes, in which you have lived; you will be 
| like that man which was without his wed- 
ding earmenc , d1mb and not able to fay a 
\\ ond tor your {clves, becauſe Chriſt is not 
' with your fpirits, It is impoſſible that a 
| mans own gailtie ſpirit ſhould be able to 
look Lhe terrible Judge of men and devils 
in the face , much lefle ſpeak a word for 
wercie , unleſſe the Almightie Spirit of 
Chriſt be with it, toaid it, Many ignorant 
| wretches 
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wretches ſooth themſelves with this , that 
' they will at laſt crie, Lord , Lord, and fo 
prevail quickly fer pardon with him who 
is infinice in mercie, Why , but think on 
this- O ignorant ſoul ! No man can call Fe. 
| ſus, Lord,but by the holy Gho#t. Thou wilt 
| notin thy greateſt nced be able to crie Lord, 
| Lord, unleſfie the Lord be with thy fpirit. 
Death will ſting thee, conſcience will gnaw 
thee, Chriſt wiil condemne thee, Devils 
will tear thee , and yet wilt not thou be 
able to crie, Lord, Lo1d haye mercie on me, 
unleſſe the Lord be with thy ſpirit : but in 
ftead of crying Lord, Lord, for mercic, thou 
wile burn in malice againſt the Lord , and 
curſe and blaſpheme as Devils and damned 
wretches do, Haſt thon never feen con- 
demned wretches,not onely dumb, but with- 
all deſperate too ; and leap off the ladder 
themſelves , withour cither asking God or 
man forgivenefle > thus in a ſpiricuall ſenſe, 
and much worſe , wilt thou do in the great 
day of judgement , foraſmuch 2s Chriſt is 
not with chy ſpirir, 

Fourthly, a mans ſpirit without Chriſt is 
not onely blind and dumb.but deaf too; And 
if- a man beblind and dumb, yet if he can 

heare, he may make'fome ſhift ro help him- 
= ſelf; 


| 


S 


1 


| 
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| 


| helpleſſe condition indeed ; and juſt fuch is 


ha Chriſt, as he 1s eyes and rongue, ſo he is 


| 


C brifts (ommunien with 


| ſelf: we follow a thing ( we know ) ſome- 
times by the ſound , when we cannot fee it, 
nor ſpeak what it is: but when a man is na- 


ked, blind, dumb, and deaf too , he is in a 


IO2 


the Nate of a mans ſpirit without Chriſt, 


ears allo to the foul of man, Hence it is that 
John ſpeaks fo frequently of ſpiritual hear-| 
ing, after a Fypot heticall manner: Hethat| 
hath an eare, &c. That is, if any man have 
ſpirituall diſcerning , Let h:m heare what 
the Spirit ſaith to the Churches .Intimating 
that a ſpirituall eare is a very rare thing to 
be found, that which no man hath , bur he 
which hath Chrift with his ſpirit, that hath 
had his cares bored by the Spirit of Chriſt, 
as the Scripture ſpeaks ; all others are as 
deaf as Adders , and cannot heare the voice 
of the Charmer , charm he never ſo wiſely, 
I would have all that live in their fins feri- | 
ouſly conſider this too,as a further degree of | 
unhappinefle, You tell us that you will 
turn from your ſins hereafter, aud, obey the 
call of God in the Minifterie of his Word: | 
bur let me ask you this ; Have you not hi- | 
therto turned the deaf eare upon God ? 


| 
Yes: I and ſo you will do forthe time to 
come. | 


n 
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come; and the treaſon of both the ſame ; 
becauſe Chrift is not With your ſpirits, Let 
mercies call, correRions call ; ler friends 
' call, facher calt, mother call, husband call, 
wiſe call ; let Miniſters call, conſcience call; 
| nay, ler Chrift himfelf call in what voyce 
| he will, ſtill voyce, or lowd voyce,in words 


never lo pleaſing, or never lo pie cing, yet 
| 


wilt not thou heare, becauſe Chriſt is not 
' with thy ſpirir;bur with Solomons tool, wilt 
' on 1n thy fins, and be cternally puniſhed. 
Fifthly, a' mans ſpiric WIS: 1t Chriſt is 
without feeling, in a dead paltic all over, 
which how dolorous ſuch a ſtate is in a cor- 
porall ſenſe, you know ; much more dolo= 
rous in a ſpiricuall ſenſe, I am ſure. As the 
HS of man can neither {ee,ſpeak,nor hear, 
o neither can it feel, without che Spirit of 
; Chriſt. The ſpirit of man without the Spiric 
| of Chriſt, is dead, Chriſt is to our ſpirirs,as 
| Our ſpirirs 2re unto our bodies, their life;and 
| life is the principle of feeling : for the dead 
| feel nothing. When Chriſt which ts our| life | 
ſpall appear, &c, Where there is no Chriſt, 
; there is no life; and where there is no life, 
' there is no feeling. You know the Apoſtle 
ſpeaks of ſome that were pa#F. feeling, 


having given themſelves over to laſcivi- 


| F 4 ouſne ſſe 
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onſneſſe,to work all uncleanneſſe with pree- 
adineſſe, There the Apoſtle ſpeaks of luch a 
ſenfle{neſie, as lies upon the ſoul by a ſe- 
;cond act of divine juſtice. All humane ſpi- 
[rics by the firſt a& of divine juſtice upon 
*| Adam,are naturally paſt fecling, and would 
;eive up themſelves unto all wickednefſewith 
'grccdineſſe, did nor God reſtrain, To be paſt 
tecling in this latter {en{e,notes principally a 
'an: of divine «ﬀection ; when finne doth 
not kindly af:& the foul with ſorrow; 
as inthe ſormer ſenſe, when fnne doth not 
at all affect the ſoul with forrow : when 
(holy wayes and works do not kindly affet 
the foul with joy ; as in the other ſenſe, 
when they do nor affc&t the foul with joy 
farall; bur rather diſturbe and provoke to 
| paſton and malice. 
E would have all that live in their finnes, 
{feriouſly think on this alſo, as a further de- 
gree of unhappineſſe. You have heard ma- 
ny powerfull Sermons, which you have ſeen 
work admirably uyon others, and yet they 
have made no impreſſion upon your ſpirits; 
and many hundred more may you heare, & 
no divine impreſfſien ar laſt be made;and the 
* {reaſon of both, one and the ſame ; becauſe 
- [Chriſt is not with your ſpiaits;and by _— 
i O 
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of this, your hearts. are as Adamants which 
every Rroke hardens, bur not breaks it, Let | 
| the maſter, ſmite, andthe man ſmite;let God | 
{mite, and his Miniſter (mite, and conſcience 
| {mite 3 nay-, let every member of the bodie 
be ſmitten with puniſhment, to affect the 
ſoul wich fingeis/ yer will ic not ſire and 
complain, unlefle Chriſt be with it. 
Finally, a mans ſpirit without Chriſt, is 
without taſting or ſmelling ; to tliele ſenſes 
allo (you know) the Scripture doth allude; 
and therefore fi:ly hexe may I , to ſer forth 
fully. the unhappy condition- of every ſpt- 
rit without Chriſt, You know the Apoſtle 
ſpeaks of ſome, that ſavenred not the things 
of God; which is a term applicd in Scri- 
pture to the ſenſe of ſmelling , as well as to 
the ſenſe of taftivg ; and therefore for bre- 
vitie ſake do I here joyn both ſcnles toge= 
ther, in a ſpiricuall way of alluſion:Why all 
that have not Chriſt with theit ſpirits , are 
ſuch as cannot rightly ſavour ſpiritnalt 
things; (uch pat bitter for ſweet, and [ſweet 
for bitter. 
I would have all you that live in your fins, 
ſeriouſly think on this roo , as a further de- 
gerce of unhappineſſe. You come ofttimes to 


Wiidowes home , and though ſhe prepare 
BS OY 4. youl3 
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you all ſpirituall dainties, yer you can reliſh 
nothing but ſome by things , that lie about 
the diſh cather for ornament then for food, 
And would you know the reaſon of this? ir 
is becauſe Chriſt is not with-your fpirits, 
If Chriſt were with you , you would feed on 
every diſh at Wiſdomes table, on promiſes, 
yea, and on threatnings roo: To the hangry 
ſonl every bitter thing is ſweet, ſaith Solo- 
mon. All thatis good and wholeſome goes 
down well, where Cariſt is with the ſpirit, 
You come frequently to: Wiſdomes houſe, 
who keeps a table here and *rwere for a king, 
and yet you have lean ſhrivel'd fouls , like 
| men in a conſumption : every one tells you 
that you look as if you were ſtarved, ſpeak 
and live as if you neyer heard a good ſer- 
| mon from years end to years end : they tell 
you that you are fo lean and feeble,that you 
need the benefit of all the ſpirits, that every 
diſh at Wiſdomes table can yield, to ſtreng- 
then you,and recover you,and yetevery diſh 
almoſt goes againſt your ſtomacks; and that 
you doeat, is without ſavour or any other 


{virtue ; and fo you laoguiſh with all dain- 
] ties before you ; and thus you will go on 


languiſhing, untill you quite conſume and 
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periſh eternally, unleſſe Chriſt be with your 


] ſpirits. You 
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Chriſt or the devil; one of theſe two is with 
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cauſe of ſinne;ard the ſpirit us life becauſe of 
righteouſnes.It is Pals character of Chrifts 
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You ſee (I fuppoſe) plainly by this time, 
that as it is a prime and principall happines 
to have Chriſt with our ſpirits ; ſoit is a 
prime and principall eyi] and unhappineſſe 
not to have Chrift with our ſpirits. Where- 
fore having laid open both before you , let 
me entreat you all to look in upon your ſpi- 
rits, & ſee who keeps company with them, 


al our ſpirits. It Chriſt be not with our ſpirits: 
the deyil is and will be. If Chrift be with 
your ſpirits,according to the ſenſe and mean- 
ing of the Apoſtle in my text, you ſhall find 
it by theſe rwo things, the bodie is dead be- 
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ſpeciall preſence in the ſoul of man upon} 


earth ; and therefore of ou authoritie. 


And if (hriſt be in you,the body is dead be- 


cauſe of ſins, but the Spirit is life becauſe of 


righteenſneſſe, Rom.8.10, The body is dead, 


becauſe of fin; that is, the body of corruprti- 


'on is deſtroyed, as in reſpect of the euilr of | 


ir, ſo in reſpe& of the dominion of ic. And 
the ſpirit is life becauſe of righteouſneſſe; 
that is , the regenerate parr is v/goroms, *in 
reference to all righteous wayes, 


And if therefore you would know wle- 


A— 


| 


caer Chriſt be with your ſpirits, ice whecnes]* 


| 
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indeed with his ſpirit : his ſpiric leapt with- 


+-.| tranſcendent beautic in all Wiſdomes 
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your bodies be dead becauſe of finne : whe- | 
ther you labour to bring every thought into 
ſubjettion to Chriſt; or whether you do not | 
| allow you ſelves liberty to ſome evil, out of 
love to ſome. pleaſure or profit ; which is! 
that principally, wherein the dominion of 
fnne confilteth;as Par! hints unto us-where 
he faith, The evill which 1 do, 1 alow not. 
That is, I do not approve of it in my heart, 
nor plead for it with my tongue ; but ſtrive 
againſt it with all my ſtrengrh;and ir wou!d 
be more joy to me, to be rid of it, then if I 
had a Kingdome conferred to me, Thus is 
the language right of one that hath Chriſt 
with his ſpirit, 

Secondly,ſee whether yonr /þirit be alive 
becauſe of righteouſneſſe,if you would know 
whether Chriſt be with your ſpirits or nor, 
See whether holy wayes do heartily affect 
you ; / rejoyced when they ſaid, ( ome let 
# 00 to the houſe of the Lord, faith the 
Pſalmiſt.He ſpake like a man, having Chriſt 


in him, like the babe in El:z.abeths wombe, 
when they ſpake of drawing near to God, 
in the- duties of his worſhip. A Chriſtian 
that hath Chriſt with his ſpirir,ſees a taking 
wayes; 
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peace ; which is ſpoken in reference to ſuch 
as have Chriſt with their ſpirits : for others 
find no ſuch thing in them. And his ſpirit 
opens in them like flowers in the Sunne,and 
ſmells fragrantly, he bends and cleayes to 
them, in love to that ſouls-ſweetneſſe which 
he finds 'in them. And if you find theſe 
things in you, I think I may ſafely tell you 
to your comfort, that Clir.it is with your 
ſpirits. 

T may turn this CharaGer into another 
form,as Paw! dorh,and tell you in his words, 
' that he which # joyned tothe Lord tis one 
| ſpirit,1.Cor.6.17. They that have Chriſt with 
their ſpirits, are one ſpirit with Chriſt, This 
| expreſſion(I concvive is ſomething explain- | 
| ed by theſe following words; And the multi- 
tude of them that believed, were of one heart 
| and one ſoul, ACts 4. 32. or as the originall 
| hath it 1 »apJVe 4} 1 v1 mia, heart and ſoul 
| oxe:They that have Chriſt wirh their ſpirits, 
| are heart and ſoul one with Chriſt. They do 
idem velle. & idem nolle, What Chriſt loves, 
they love; and what Chriſt hates they hate. 
Chritt loves righteouſneſſe, and hates int- | 
quitie: Thou ha# loved righteonſneſſe, 
and hated iniquitie, &c. Plal. 45. 7." They 

that | 
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| 


' ments, faith David. 1 do not conceive the | 


| cepts, but ochers they thought, as many of 


| 
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that have Chriſt with their ſpirits, are heart 
and foul one with Chriſt in this. They love 


righteouſneſle, char is, all righteous wayes: | 
and hate iniquity ;that is.all that Gods word | 
condemnes. It was Chriſts meat and drink | 
to do his Fathers will;they that have Chriſt 
with their ſpirits, are one ſpirit with Chrift | 
in this: /t zs Joy to the juſt to do judgement, 
ſaith S#/omon.Chriſt was tender abour keep. | 
ing the leatt commandment, as well as a- 
bour keeping the greateſt, YWhoſoever ſhall! 
break one of the leaſt commandments, and. 
teach men ſo,he (hal be called the leaſt inthe 
kingdome of heaven, Marth, 5.19. They that! 
have Chriſt with their ſpirits, are heart and 
ſoul one with Chriſt in this; they are tender 
to keep all Gods Commandments : leaſt as 
well as greateſt.So ſhall I not be confounded, 
whilſt ] have reſpett unto all thy command- 


place fore-cited ſo, as if Chriſt did account; 
of one part of his Fathers will above ano- 
ther : I rather think that he there ſpeaks 
P hariſeorum more; in the Phariſees dialect, 
who would make the world believe, that 
they mightily laboured to keep ſome pre- 


OO 
us now-do, that they need not to be fo ſtrict 


about 
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about, Now Chriſts tender Spirit for his Fa- 
thers honour,could not brook this halting in 
Religion ; and they that haye Chriſt with 
their ſpirits, are heart and ſoul one with 
Chriſt in this, That that commandment w*" 
the molt ſay is one of the /eaſt, and may be 
diſpenſed wi:hall, or at leaſt need not be (fo 
Rrictly look'd unto ; that as well as any 0- 
cher, (whilſt a precious part of Chrifts will) 
a man that hath Chrift with his ſpiric, will 
be tender to obſerve. Davids ſpirit, ſmote 
him for cutting off the lap of Sanls gar- 
ment , as well as for cutting off the life of 
Uriah; which plainly ſhews, that men 
which: haye Chriſt with their ſpirits, are 
tender about the avoiding of ſmall finnes, as 
well as great, h 

Now poſſibly ſome of you by what bath 
been ſaid; may fee, that as yet you have not 
Chriſt with your ſpirits: I ſhall addrefſe my 
ſelf in the firſt place, particularly to ſpeak 
to you; and then in the ſecond place, I ſhall 
addrefle my ſelf particularly ro ſpeak to 
ſuch of you, as have by what hath been 
ſaid , diſcerned that Chriſt is indeed with 
your ſpirits, To you which by what hath 
been ſaid , ſce that as yer Chriſt is not with 
| your ſpirics ; I have onely cheſe rwo things 


ro 
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to lay, labour to bewait your great want, as 


| 


l 


| 


perſons deeply ſenſible of it ; and then la- 
bour to get this great want ſpeedily ſup- | 
plied, | 
Firſt, labour to bewail your great want, | 
as 'perſons deeply affeted with it. Ir is the 
greateſt want in the world, to wany Chriſt 
to be with a mans ſpirit, Other wants may ||| 
be afflicting wants , bur this is a damning || 
want. Other wants may make thee deſpis- | | 
fed of men, bur this want will make thee tor | 
ever te be abhorred of God, Thou were bet- | 
ter want riches, thou were better want ho. | 
nours ; nay , thou were bertrer want bread | 
to pur in thy head, then wanc Chriſt robe in ||, 
thy heart, Thou were better want thy dear | ( 
Husband, thy ſweet Wite to lie in thy bo- ||. 
ſome, then want Chriſt to lie there, Nay, + 
thy ſoul were better ro be without chy bo- ||| 
die, then without Chriſt. If there be any | 
want under heaven , that makes a hell to a |[ | 
man upon earth;ic is this; co want Chriſt co | 
be with his ſpirit. For whart is it that makes |||. 
hell hell, a place full of fin , and full of mi- |} _ 
ſeric? but this, that Chriſt is not with thoſe | 


ſpirits : they are ſpirits eyerlaſtingly exclu- | ba 


| 
| 


[C 


- . 2 , | n 
ded from all comminion wich Chritt, Now || h 


whereas great wants 'make you complain n 
heavily | 


 — 
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heavily, and mourn bitterly, beg the Lord 
tro make theſe things fink into your ſpirits, 
that you may be ſenhble of this great want 
of wants, that your ſpirits are without 
Chriſt,and fo without God in this world; 
that ſo all ſorrow for other wants, may meet 
and run in one channel]. co bewail this great 
| want, Sarls {pcech to his ſervant, I may 
| here firly a!lude to, Come let ws returs( (aid 
he)left myFather leave caring for the aſſes, 
and take thought fer xs, If you that mourn 
for this want,and that wanr,did but feel the 
want of Chriſt with your ſpirits;you would 
with Kh quickly leave mourning for trifles, 
and begin to mourn for things of weight. 
Come, O my foul ! ceaſe mourning for fa- 
ther and mother ; ceaſe mourning tor hus- 
band and wife, for children and ſubſtance ; 
and begin to mourn for this ; that thou yet 
liveſt Chriſtlefſe, and art in the ready way 
to die, and periſh remedileſle. 

When you have got your hearts to bleed 
inwardly, under your great want when cry 
| mightily co the Lord, and ſupply ir. And to 
| make your prayers prevalent, trge the prox 
| miſe of God , wherein he hath engaged 

himſelf ro do good in Chriſt , to them 
[that are afarre off, Thy ſoul chou findeſt 


farre 
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| 
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farre off from Chriſt : why the promiſe ||| b 
(faith the Apoſtle) of Chriſt and A tvacigh t 
by himsis to ſuch: For the promiſe 1s to yous | G 
| C 


and to your children.and to all that are' afar - 
off. This Peter ſpake by way of comfort, as Þþ i! 
now I do, to ſuch as felt their ſpirits with- | © 


out Chriſt ; without grace and hope of 


SO 
rie, Chriſt you ſee is under a 


bs 


of obrainins 


olo- 
oenerall pro- 


| 


tC 


miſe, and therefore no ſoul ſhould deſpair | 


I 


o him. He is promiſed to the! 
Jews,and not onely to them, bur to us Gen-| b! 
tiles, who ſometimes were afarre off, not. C 
to this Gentile or that, but to all that are I" 
prickt in heart for the want of him: For 
the Promiſe ts to you. and to your children, li 
and to all that are afarre off. Letevery one 
therefore upon this ground, that feels his th 


ſpirit prickt and wounded, for want of 
Chrift, take words to himſelfe, and go un- 
to God, and (ay, fa 
O God!my foul is a pooreChriftleſle ſoul. h; 
I find by woful! experience, that the Lord © 
Jeſus is not wich my fpirit, by reaſon of I 
which I live wickedly to thy diſhonour,and P" 
ſhall, I know not how ſoon, die miſerably P* 
ro mine own eternall undoing, if thou doP 
| not ſhew mercie upon me, according to 
| thy promiſe, Thou haſt ſajd, that chou wikP" 
| _ beftowF}. 


— 


— | 
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| 


beſtow Chriſt, grace, and ſalvation upon 
them that are afar off ; make good thy gra- 
'cious promiſe to me, whoſe ſpirit is far from 
| Chriſt, grace, and all good; {s ſhalt thou ob- 
| lige me for ever unto thee ; and I ſhall tell 
of thy goodneſle as long as I live. 


Having thus ſpoken whar I thought fic, 


o ſuch as find by What was formerly deli- 
vered, that Chriſt is not with their {pirics; 
I ſhall in the next place ſpeak unto you, that 
by what was formerly delivered , find that 
Chriſt is with your ſpirits. Something by 
way of counſell, and ſomething by way of 
conſolation I have tro deliver unto you. 
Three things by way of counſel , I would 
commend unto you: thark fully acknowledge 
this great favour; carefully preſerve it; and 
induſtriouſly labour to augment it, 

Firſt, thankfully acknowledge this great | 
favour, It is a pearl of great price that God | 
hath caſt into thy boſome , to give Chrjft | 
to be with thy ſpirit: and for great favours 
every one will acknowledge it. very fit and 
Juſt, char chey (ſhould be thankfull, Ir is a 
ewel that Chriſt ſcarce gives to one; of ten 
vouſand: and for rare gifts, every one will 
readily confeſle ir to be great ingratitude, 


not thankfully ro acknowledge them. Doelt| 
thou' 


——— mn — OY 
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ſome make a god of their wealth , ſome 


thou not heare ſome ſwear, ſome curſe, ſome 
lie, like their farher rhe devil? Why, thou 
wouldeft have been ſuch an one, had not 
God pgiyen Chriſt to be with thy ſpirit. 
Doecſt thou not fee ſome drunkards , ſome. 
whoremaſters, ſome murderers, ſome perſe- 
cutours of the ſaints > Why, thou weuldeſt 
have been ſuch an one , if God had not gi- 
yen Chriſt to be with thy ſpirit, Doeſt thou 
not {ee ſome make a goed of their bellic,, 


proud, ſome mad , ſome putting farre from 
them the evil day , living as if they ſhould 
never die? Why , thou wouldeſt haye been 
ſuch an one, had not God given Chriſt co be 
with thy fpirir. Doeſt thou not ſee ſome 
N abals, ſome Fezabels, ſome Cains, ſome 
Demaſes, ſome Judaſes? Why, amongſt the 
number of theſe wouldeft rhou have been, 
had not God given Chriſt tro be with thy I 
ſpirit, Wherefore m3gnifie the Lord with || 
all thy might. and let all that is within thee 
praiſe his holy Name, Think but how it 
was with thee , when thy ſpirit was with- 
out Chriſt; How fooliſh thou waſt ſerving di. 
vers luſts: how the god of this world which 
rules mightily in the children of diſobedi- | 
ence, did rule mightily in thee. How weak | 


thy 


| 
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thy ſpirit was, and eafily oyercome and car- 
ried captive of every luſt, How drunken 
thy ſpirit was, and reel'd from one opinion 


to another; one day.chou thought thus and 
thus; and another day thou thougheſt quite | 
contrarie. I ſay,do but think of heſe things, 


| and how the Lord might juftly have left 


thee fill ro haye gone on thus, untill thou | 
hadſt periſhed, as he hath done many thou- 
ſands, & then be unthankful for the commu- 


| nion of Chriſt with thy ſpirit, if thou cant. 


| wondring at the goodnefle of the Lord : 


| 
| 


_———  —— 


— 


' It was this confideration that ſet Parl- a A 
was a blaſphemer, aperſecutour , Fc, yet ? 
obtained mercie, He circumflexes this term 
[7] yet [1 obtained mercie, 8c, Tt was | 


| 


wonderfull in his eye that God ſhould IVE 


Chriſt co dwell with ſuch a bloudy blaſphe- | 
ming ſpirit as he had, In this way ler us 
oo to Work to raite our dull ſpirits, to ma- 


25 
onifie the free goodnefic of the VS -for it15s 


2 work of all works | chat God loves, I was 
a man of a very proi:d, paſſionate, malici- 
ous, unclean ſpirit; and yet I obtained 
mercie, God hath given Chriſt to be with 
this depraved ſpirit, and in a little time he 
hath done very miich, and made a manifeſt 
change in my {pirit; of very proud, he hath 

made 


— 
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made it in ſome meaſure humble ; of very 
paſſionate, in ſome meaſure patient; of ve- || n: 
ry malicious, in ſome meaſure loving; of ye- || C 
ry unclean , in ſome meaſure continent. O [|fr 
the riches of his love ! how unſearchable ||| 2: 
his mercie, and hi love paſt finding out? |||m 

Secondly , as I would have you thank-|Þ|h 
fully acknowledge this great favour , fo I|Þ\7 
would have you carefully labour to preſerve|Þ|s 
it. You find that you have Chriſt with your |[|c: 
| ſpirits, take heed you do not loſe him, Thou] C 
wert better loſe thy life , then loſe the ſpe- [cl 
clall preſence of Chriſt with thy ſpirit. *Tis|J|n 
a prime and principall bleſſing, as thou haſt 
heard ; a bleffing of more worth then this|Þ| v 
world; nay, of more worth then thy ſoul, |I{ 6 
which Chriſt values above the world. Now ||| fe 
| choice things we are uſually very carefull |I|f; 
of, and keep them choicely. Chriſt rotally 
(I know) can no man loſe, which hath him 
after a ſpeciall manner preſent with his (pi- | 
rit: but according to ſome prime and prin-| 
cipall operations, he may: according to 0- 
thers, very farre,though not totally, A man 
may loſe the preſence of Chriſt with his 
ſpirit totally, as a comforter: The comforter 
which ſhouldrelieve my ſoul , ts farre from 
me, ſaith Feremiah,Lam.1.16.in the perſon; | | 


of| | 
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of che afflicted Church. 'Tis probable  e- 
nough, that Davids ſpirit was thus ſtript of 
Chriſt by his dolorous complaints which 
frequently we reade of: [s hrs mercy clean 
gone for ever*4oth his promiſe fail for ever- 
more ? Hath God forgotten to be gracious ? 
hath he in anger (hut up his teuder mercies ? 
Wil the Lord cat off for ever ? and will he 
be favourable no more*Pſal.y7.7,8,9, Some. 
carriages in Chriſtians towards Chriſt, make 
Chriſt totally alrer his carriage towards 
them ; though for his promiſe ſake, he will 
neyer totally remove himſelf from them, 

As when Chriſtians do not keep their 
watch ſtrictly againſt fin,in all the occafions 
of it ; then Chrift, in ſtead of being a Com- 
forter, becomes a conyincer ; and inſtead of | 
ſpeaking fweet things, he ſpeaks very bit-| 
ter unto the ſoul, This was the caſe of 
| David and Peter, Or when Chriſtians | 
|carelefle, and ſluggiſh, ro maintain and en- 
creaſe their {weer communion with Chriſt, 
|unyeilding to the ſweet motions of the ſpi- 
'rit of Chriſt, and turning oft times the deaf 
eare againſt the ſtill voyce behind” themp 
which faith,this is the way walk in it; There 
Chriſt draws a curtain bertweea the ſpirit of 
man and himſelf, and leaves the ſpirit of 
man 


| 


Pe EE 


at s 
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[man in the dark, and full of fears, This is | 
{notably illuſtrared by that language of the þ i 
Spouſe, 1t is the voyce of my Beloved that Þ| | 
knocketh, ſaying; Open to me, my Sifter,my || t 
Love, my Dove,my undefiled:for my head us || 
filled with dew, and my locks with the drops | Þ 
of the night. The Church was convinced of Þ n 
this, that ic was her Beloved, ſecking nearer || { 
communion with her, and yet obſerye how Þ|1 
ſhe replies. / have put off my coat.how ſhall I t 
put it on? I have waſhed my feet, how (hall 1]| a 
defile them ? I opened to my Beloved, but || V 
my Beloved had withdrawn himſelf, and 
| was pone ; my ſoul failed when he ſpake; I 
| ſought him.but1 could not find him:1 called 
him,but he gave me no anſwer,Cant.5, You' 
that find the preſence of Chriſt with your 
ſpirits, as a Comforter, make Chriſtian uſe 
of what I have ſaid,that yoa may (ill enjoy 
ſo great a mercy, And if you loſe the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, as a Comforter ro your ſpirits, 
miſerable comforters will all other things 
proveunto you, You will mourn,and none! 
will be able to comfort you, if Chriſt as a 
| Comforter forſake your ſpirits, 
Secondly, as a leader, a man may very | 
far loſe the communion of Chriſt with his 
ſpirit, As if a Chriſtian cake libertie to finne 
againſt } | 
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againſt that light, which Chriſt hath fer up 
in his ſpirit ; this will make Chriſt firſt or 
laſt ( if not timely lookt unto ) leave a man 
to his own underſtanding., to ftear his 
courſe ; and then will ſuch a man declare 
himſelf quickly to be a fool and a beaſt, in 
many points, as David ſaith, Haye you not 
ſcen Chriſtians of great light erre in judge- 
ment, and erre in practiſe? Whence comes 


as a leader ſtands aloof from their ſpirits? 
which is a plain demon{ration, that a man 
may loſe the preſence of Chriſt with his 
ſpirit, as a leader. David (1 delieve ) found 
the truth of this, as well as of the former, by 
wofull experience. A man may colle& fo 
much clearly, from his own words : ( aſt me 
not away from thy preſence, and take not thy 
holy ſpirit from me, Plal.51.11, The jpirit 
of God is therefore called by David 4 holy 
ſpirit , becauſe holy in himſelf ( the fpuit 
of the holy God, as he ſaid to Darrel ) Hut 
principally here, as I conceive, eb offi-10, 
becauſe the worker of holincſſe in us. D4- 
vid dou btleſſe by his fall,found an exceeding 
weaknefle in his ſpirit unto all good, over 
what formerly he did. and Prong propenti- 
tie apain to erre; 25 every 33 at Gnne leavs 


C; ſced | 


this weakneſle, bur from hence, that Chriſt- 
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ſeed and ſpawn upon the ſpirit, to bring 
forth more, to cover the firſt, or to commit 
the like again, But more then all this; he 
found Chriſt to ſtand aloof from his ſpirit; 
not exercifing that ſpeciall dominion in his 
ſpirit, as before, for the ſubduing of luſt,and 
ſuggeſting of holy motions and defires; bur 
 teaving him as it were to himſelf, as one 
with whom he would have no more to do, 
| And therefore doth Dav:d fo dolefully 
complain, Cai# me not away from thy pre- 
ſence, and take not thy | holy | Spirit from 
me: you therefore Which find Chriſt with 
your ſpirits, as a tender leader, take heed of 
finning againſt any part of thar light, which 
| he ſets up in your underſtandings,or againſt 
[any motions of his ſpirit, which he ſuggeſts 
| unto you; leſt he leave you ro your own 
| lighr, and to your ewn ſtrength : aud then 
will you run from lefle fans to greater, from 
| one finne to another, like David and Peter, 
' to the ſcandalizing of the Goſpel, and the 
deſperate wounding of your own ſouls, 
The third and laſt thing that I would 
commend unto you, by way of counſell, is 
| this : labour to augment this great favour. 
You find Chriſt with your ſpirits,labour in- 
| duſtriouſly , to haye Chriſt more and more 
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with your ſpirits, *Tis a prime and princi- 
pall blefſing , as yon have heard, to have 
Chriſt with your ſpirits; therefore labour to 
get 2s much of this fayour and happineſle as 
poſſibly you can. Thou haſt Chriſt with 
thy ſpicit as a teacher; why chou maiſt have 
him yet more intimate with thee, and open 


unto thee, in imparting divine myſteries, if 
thou follow oz to know, as the Prophet ſpeaks, 
if thou humbly forget, and look over all thou 
haſt, and preſſe hard after more : the things 
thou knewelt nor, Chriſt will teach thy ſpi- 
rit, morning by morning, as by the learned, 
Chriſt hath raught thy ſpiric many truths, 
why, he will /ead thy ſpirit into all truth, if 
thou urge his promiſe and believe, He will 
fell thee with the knowledge of his will in all 
wiſdome & ſprritnall underſtanding, if thou 
pray for it as Pax! did for the Coloſſians, 
Thou findeſt Chriſt with thy ſpirit as a 
Comforter; why thou maiſt have yet much 
more conſolation from him, if thou ſtudy to 
be more pliable to him. Thou haſt Chriſt 
diftilling drops of conſolation into thy ſpirit, 
now and then; why thou mailt have Chriſt 
powring in flagons of love 1nto thy foul, fil- 


ling thee with joy unſpeakable and full of | 


elory,if thou bring thy ſpiric to be more low- 
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ly and meek; for ſuch find moſt reſt ro their 
fouli:if thou carefully keep coming to Chriſt | 
ſtil in every preſſure of ſpirit; for ſuch find | 
{ moſt eaſe-chat is renewing faith ftill,as thou 
renewelt thy finnes, 
Thou findeſt Chriſt with thy ſpirit, as a 
[ quickner and ſtrengthner co dutie ; why 
| thou maiſt find him yet more mightie 
| with thy ſpirit this way, if thou poure our 
thy ſpirit often with David for quickning 
grace; and if thou more deny thine own 
ftrength, and caſt thy ſelf more upon his. 
Could we bur attain Pars height in ſelf-de-. 
niall, to be nothing in our ſelves ( though 7 t 
am nothing ſaith he ) we ſhould find Chriſt | |'! 
gloriouſly preſent till with our ſpirits, & be | ||! 
more conſtant in zeal and ſtrength to every 
| 
| 
| 
| 


— 


[ 


| 


| 


m_ oy a 293 © 


 .. HS... + * 


my þ 


—_—_— 


i. — 
OO —_ - 


[8904 work, then we are. I conclude this 
thus.Be fo tractable croChriſt,that thou maiſt 
| =_— Afary,win upon Chriſt ſtill;and think 
4 that thou canſt never be near enough to him, | | 
nor intimate enough with him; and this is 
[ the ready way,to have a heaven upon earth: | 
| for the more we get Chriſt ro be with our | 
ſpirits, the more truly may we be ſaid to be 
| in heaven. 
\ Thelaſt thing that I have to ſay ts you, | || 


n find Chriſt with your ſpirits, is matter 
” of | Nt 


© 


t 
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| of conſolation. Here is comfort for you 


[the polling of thy goods ? nay, whar 1s the 


'rably. What is the face of an encmy to ter- 
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againſt famine. When thy body wants food, 
Chriſt that is with thy ſpirit, will give that 
meat to eat, which the world knows not of; 
ſo that when others repine, and cxrſe God 
and their King in.their excremitie , as the 
Prophet ſpeaks; thou ſhale be patient in 
prayer to him, who can command Ravens 
to bring thee bread and fleſh to feed on;and 
will, rather then thou ſhalt tarye, if thy life 
may be more to his glory, then thy dearth; 
Here's comfort for you againſt the ſword. 
In the midſt of all croubles and fears, Chriſt 
that is with thy ſpirit will bear thee up admi- 
rifle; if Chriſt be with thy ſpirit? What is 


4 


ſpoiling of thy body ? if Chriſt be with thy 


ſoul. A Mountain of miſery , is ut as a 


Mole-hill , if Chriſt ſupport the ſpirit, To 
think of the ſword is a naked reference to 
fleſh and bloud, and fo nothing is more ter- 
rible : but let us that fear the Lord think of| 
it, in reference to Chriſt chat is with our ſpi- 
rits , and then we ſhall not be troubled, 
though we hear of warres and rumours of 
warres, no more then at the rumours of any 
other calamity. 
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Here is comfort for you againſt the] 


plague, which is here and there ſcattered in; 
the kingdome. What is any diſeaſe to the 
bodie, if Chriſt be with thy foul? As the! 
ourward man decayeth , the inward man 
ſhall be renewed dayly, becauſe Chriſt isÞ 
with thy ſpirit. When thy body is full of 

pain , thy ſoul ſhall be full of comfort, be- 
cauſe Chriſt is with thy ſpirit, When thy 
body is ſcaled with ſpots of death, thy ſoul 
{hall be ſealed with the holy Ghoſt unto 
eternall life , becauſe Chriſt is with thy ſpi-| 
rit. The plague of the body is nothing, if 
this plague of plagues be not upon the (pi- | 
rit, to wit, deſtitute of Chriſt, 

Here is comfort for you againſt perſecu- 
tion, When men frown upon thee with- 
out, Chriſt will ſmile upon thy ſpiric within: 
when men lade the outward man with re-' 
proaches , Chrift will fill chy inward man! 
with comforts: when men ſhut up thy body 
from the communion of Saints, Chriſt will 
give thy ſpirit a large freedome of commu- 
nion with himſelf, When men ſtrike thy 
body, Chriſt wil! ſtroke thy ſoul : when 
men kill thy body, Chriſt will fave thy ſoul, 
In a word,as the affli tions of Chriſt abound | 
in thy body, ſo the conſolations of _ 
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| ſhall abound in thy ſoul, becauſe Ciiſt is 
with thy ſpirit. Name any miſery that is in- 
cident to man, and her's comfort to be ſucker 
out of this point, to oppoſe unto it. \* cally 
in life, in death, and eternaily after death, 
Chriſt that is with thy ſpirit will be gain 
'unto thee. Thy life he will make con:for- 
table ; thy death hopetull; thy being after 
death eternally Joyfull. Wherefore I will 
conclude my ſermon for the good of you, as 
Saint Pax! doth his Epiſtle for the good of 
Timothy, The Lord Jeſus Chrift be with 


your ſpirits, 
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